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Sunshine 
If you get a chance to call some of our older members that haven’t been in for 
awhile, please do so; show them that we care about them! 

If you or a member you know of isn’t feeling well or is celebrating a special 
occasion, Please contact me Lorie 831-325-1912

August Birthstone - Although peridot, spinel, and sardonyx are all 
considered August birthstones – peridot is the most popular and well known. Known as a symbol of 
opportunity and prosperity, this vibrant yellow-green gemstone is beloved by many. Peridot is also 
believed to bring the wearer confidence, power, general good luck, and health.   

Sardonyx was the first August birthstone dating back to ancient Egyptian times. Soldiers wore this stone 
during battle as they saw it as a sign of strength and protection. 
  
A classic case of mistaken identity is part of the reason why August has three unique birthstones. 
 Sardonyx, a stone that ranges from amber to bright green in color, was the original August 
birthstone. Due to its similar coloring, peridot was often mistaken for sardonyx, and was eventually 
adopted as the second August birthstone. Spinel was added as an alternate gemstone for August 
in 2016 in an effort to make modern updates to the birthstone list. 

Peridots have been steeped in myth for thousands of years. The Egyptians called peridot the “gem of the 
sun,” and some thought it even protected against nightmares. Peridots are also closely 
connected to Hawaiian culture—they are thought to be the tears of the volcano goddess Pele. The sand 
on the Big Island’s Papakolea Beach is a rare and beautiful green hue due to a high content of crushed 
olivine. 

Please join us in welcoming these 11 new members that wisely joined 
our ranks in July: 
Joey Lopez 
Anne Musick 
Sam Hernandez and Janette Bustamonte 
Caesar Urruti 
Karl and Lynne Gasteiger 
Katie Padilla and Oliver Brito 
Christian Linares and Victoria Barragan 

Apologies if we missed you or misspelled your name. Contact Dave Duncan with any corrections. 

Welcome







Victor Valley Gem & Mineral Club was founded in 1947 as a 
501/c4 non profit education club. Visitors are always 
welcome.  

Our objective and purpose is to 
disseminate knowledge of 
mineralogy and earth 
sciences. To encourage 
study in these subjects 
through various programs. 
To arrange field trips for 
exploration, study, and 
collection of specimens. 
The preparation, publication, and distribution of articles 
pertaining to these fields. The encouragement of interest of 
young people and fostering of classes in mineralogy and 
lapidary arts.

SHOP DAYS.  Saturdays —Noon to 5 pm

THE BULLETIN is the official monthly newsletter 
published by the Victor Valley Gem & Mineral club 
and is distributed free of charge electronically or by 
mail to the members without email. Views expressed 
by authors in the articles appearing in THE BULLETIN 
do not necessarily reflect those of the VICTOR  
VALLEY GEM & MINERAL CLUB. The  
editor publishes content as presented with minor 
 changes for continuity 

Articles from this publication may be reproduced in  
whole or part in other lapidary newsletters if proper  
credit is given to the author and THE BULLETIN  
articles and pictures are due by the 5th of the month 
for the following months publication.

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS 
Instructors Meeting — 1st Tuesday 2:30 pm 
Board of Directors Mtg.—1st Tuesday 4 pm 
General Meeting 3rd Saturday 12-1:30 pm 
 Pot Luck and Education 
Club Clean up day—4th Saturday 9 am

Catch us on 
the Web 

vvgmc.org
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