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HELD TRIP

)RANGE BLOSSOM

CHRYSOCOLLA

TRY AN ABANDONED GOLD MINE
IN CALIFORNIA’S BRISTOL MOUNTAINS

by LORAN E. PERRY

The Orange Blossom Mine in the
Bristol Range in Southern California
has been probed by comparatively few
rockhounds for its chrysocolla values and
intr‘ig{idng mementos

Little remains or the abandoned Grange
Blossom gold mines except concrete
foundations.and litter left by 400
employees

ORANGE BLOSSOM MINE
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A myriad of

speculative interest still abound at the old
mine to a degree that makes the ares a
“must’ in any mineral collector’s plan-
ning.

Several years ago Eunice and Cari
Lindercth of the Palomar Gem and
Mineral Society wers well-known for
their chrysocolla pendants, cabochons,
and jewelry. Although it was not general-
ly known where material came from, the
couple finally disclosed that they were
gaihering their cuiting naterial at the
Orange Blossom Mine. A gold operation,
the mine was auspicious and comphehen-
sive as mining activities go It was dis-
covered in the early 1800s and shut down
in 1910

Concentrates from the Orange Blos-
som were hauled southward over the
mountain to Bagdad on the Santa Fe
Railroad, some eight miles over a road of
no return It was so steep that mule-
drawn ore wagons were compelled to
reiurn to the mine via Amboy and the
Kel-Baker Trail, not a road at that time

Actually the Orange Blossom Mine
consists of two distinctly different loca-
tions one-half mile apart. One is the
original discovery shaft, known  as
"Orange Blossom No I, and the other
is known as “*QOrange Blossom Exten-
sion,” sometimes called “El Dorado.”
Both were prolific and preductive in gold
values. which were mostly free-milling
with two stamp miles in operation. The
original Orange Blessom Mine features a
10-stamp mill. and its counterpart one-
half mile north on the gther side of a low

7 ridgél had Tam 20-stamp’ mill - ThE otré
averaged abour 330 a ton at golds
depressed value of the day. and only con-

Only a wild imagination could guess
_what the Orange Blossom would -have -

produced by today's gold values.

T Some 40U people Hved arand -

- Continued on-page-§4---
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—fecture-nmay-estimate-the mithons-of dole—
-~ -lars-the--mine-produced -in-tts-hfetime — -
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PEER)

BINOCULAR
MAGNIFIER
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Its lighterthan-air construction and padded headband,
makes this magnifier the most comfortable yet available.
It does not bind even if you wear plasses. The wide clear
lens plate, and open bptiom permit a great amount of
light 1o reach the eye. The lenges‘in the PEER Binocular
Magnifier are ground from the finest oplical glass

Ho. 22-B43-—BIRODCULAR MAGHIFIER. Working 51 050
Gistance 10%, 215 DOWED .. i corsmmoms e omssasomin

No, 22.-851-—AUXILIARY LODUPE. 2% X.Attaches 2‘; :
for either eve, Flips vp when not in USE..cue e

ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER
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