EA Ty

MAP ¢
HG.

CAMARILLO SAGENITE

TYPE OF MATERIZL FOUND 1) Sagenite in agate, 2) Chalcedony
roses, 3) Aragonite 1s reportedly found here

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1) Sagenite occurs as singularly long needles or small-needled
clusters of vellow to brown in agate. Good agate which takes an
excellent pclish and is good for Jjewelry.

2) Chalcedony roses. Small, white rosettes of chalcedony.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO CGET THERE Take Ventura Freeway past Thousand Oaks and
Newbury rark. At the bottom of Conejo Grade turn right onto
Park Road and proceed .9 mile to Camarillo Grove Park, You can
camp in the park from November to March. From the park walk up
the private dirt road.

The hills here are guite brushy and there are many long-spined
cactus plants, so wear good protective clothing and heavy boots.
Some good material is found as you walk up the first wide canyon
on the left {north) side of the road. More is found scattered
cn the hill at the head of the canyon. If you prefer to walk
up the dirt road, agate can be found on the hills to the left
of the rocad fcr about 1 mile.

Mo

The sagenite is not too plentiful, but by walking over the hills
and keeping a sharp eye for the mottled reddish agate, you can
find pieces suitable for cutting. The chalcedony roses are spread
over this same general area.
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' . KEY [P
CINCO-FELDSPAR CRYSTALS ~— CONTINUED o <C>

EQUIPMENT NEEDED  Rock pick. & larger pick is handy for break-
ing up some of the hard spots in the talus outcropping.

HOW TO GET THERE From Mojave, take Highway 14 northbound over
a creosote bush and joshua tree Covered alluvial plain. Con-
tinuing 16.6 miles from Mojave is the little town of Cinco
(consisting of a combination cafe and gas station). At .4 mile
north of Cinco, turn left off highway and bear to right onto a
well-maintained dirt road. Follow this good dirt road 2.6 miles
up into the hills.

As you gain altitude, you'll have an excellent view of the vast
Mojave Desert tc the north, south and east. When you reach the
branch in the road, turn richt ang continue on .7 mile. Park

to right on wide, gentle slope. Follow trail over ridge approx-
imately 1/4 mile. Hunt feldspar and quartz crystals on right side
of trail, opposite huge boulders overhanging canyon.
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CINCO-FELDSPAR CRYSTALS

TYPE OF MATERIAL FQUND 1) Feldspar Cyrstals, 2) Tiny Quartz
Cyrstals

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL a.

1) Feldspar Crystals. Well-formed crystals can be dug out of
talus outcroppings. These are mainly Carlsbad twins (two
interlocking feldspar crystals) and they make excellent specimens-.

2)  OQuartz Crystals. Tiny, clear crystals, many of them doubly-
terminated, occur in talus with the feldspar crystals. These are
guite small but show good crystal structure.
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By Mary Francés Strong

Author. Desert Gemn Trails

Photos by Jerry Strong

Parr 4 of 4
SPERRY WASH, CALIFORNIA

In the May, June and September issues of

this year, the author described some prime
petrified wood colleciing areas in Arizona,
Utah, Nevada and parts of California. Also,
for those who are ot familiar with the desert,
sufety precautions were listed in the June

and September issues. If you have not trav-

eled to such areas, reviewing these articles or
referring to the author’s book, Desert Gem
Trails, is advisable.

As the hawk flies, Sperry Wash is just 8
miles east of Southern Death Valley It also
boasts a similar climate and isnot a place to
visit between May and October. Summer

MAP 00684
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The barren but picturesque Alexander hills
have produced some fine specimens of
petrified wood. Known as Sperry Wash
Wood, palm, cycad and tree fern have been
among the various types colilected here. It
is an immense area to cover, but exploring
and probing should resull in some good
rmaterial.

temperatures can soar to 125° with the
nights cooling to a mere 100 to 105 Octo-
ber, November and December are the most
pleasant months for collecting trips.

The best route to Sperry Wash Wood
Area is via Fuinace Creek Road south out
of Tecopa Formertly, it could be reached
from Highway 127. Howeve:, the Amargosa
River Tiail has been washed out and the
road rerouted over a 2%-mile section of the
old Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad
grade. In many places, this narrow 1ailbed
is 30 feet above the ground and erosion had
made it almost impassable for 4WD in
1976. We weie forced to fill several cuts
before we could getthrough Onee onto this
section of “road,” it is impossible to turn
around, if you should come to an impasse

From T'ecopa, all but 3% miles is paved.

continued on next page
GEMS & MINERALS — 55
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continued from page 85

Beyond the Western Talc Mine, a graded
road (once asphalt) leads down a long allu-
vial slope to the entrance of Sperry Wash
Canyon. It is a bit rough but O.K. for tzail-
ers. There is one problem — very little
room for camping Several dirt tracks lead
off to the south, as you come down the
slope, and offer campsites for fzailers, The
road going down the canyon is for those
with 4WD.

The extensive wood deposits in upper

Sperty Wash were discovered in 1957.
56 — OCTOBER 1978

Specimens found indicate this vast, now
extremely arid 1egion was once covered by
a sub-tropical forest of palms, tree feins
and cycads. The petrified wood is beautiful
and comes in sevexal colors including red,
white and black palm fiber; black agatized
roots and Hmb sections; orange palm; plus
pink and tan cycads. Petrified bog, small
limb sections and rootlets are found in
float. Large logs are buried in soft, clay-like
ash. A steel “prod” barishandy for locating
the latter.

A considerable amount of wood has been
collected over the past two decades. Even
g0, a variety of fine specimens can still be
obtained by those willing to hike and dig.

MAP 0069 P

The various deposits are indicated on th
map. Allow ample time for collecting -
several days atleast. Explare the ateas we.
away from the main road. |

The red palm locales on the south are &
“‘shank’s mare” country. Four-wheel driv
vehicles can drive up the wash toward th
northern hills where pink, black and grang
wood is to be found. Every flash floo
changes the wash and in its upper sectio
there are several channels Exploring an
maneuvering your way to the eroded hillsi
necessary. A trail bike or just hiking ar
other alternatives. Considezable effort i
required to obtain good material, but th
rewards make it all worthwhile. 3



Malapozite

Blanchard Rd. olive

A Crehard
Rhodonite

e

LaGrange

Field Trip
June 16
f Moot at Coultervillie:
Interssction Buy. "9 an’ 132
8 a.m.

The material we will collect will be Marcnosite 24 per 1b. at
quarry, Jade $3.00 per day -no limit- for those w-o Jdig. No charse
for those who do not dig, Rhodonite $.50 ner 1b.

deavy tools such 23 bars, sledge hammers, picks, gads, and,
shovels needed. Bring gloves and safety glasses for wour own nro-
tection.

Do not nick un rocks aleng public highways. This is strickly
forbiidden =nd viclators are subject to arrest. All fisld trins a-e
on nrivate rrorerty. Resnect the rights of others. De not go
through fences or trespass.

Heln us keen this area clean. Do not litter.

Store« and restaurants are available in the area but it is ad-
visable to take along some water,

Club Colors: Green and Yellow Don Luker
Field Trir Chairman

MAP 0020 4
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GENERAL DYNAMICS

o . The gem
seemed to be a pink feldspar with green A
- Epidote on a black manganese background. ..
T . z'EﬁLE \\
OLD DALE SITE DRY LAKL,
14,7 mi,___o labandonea) . C\SALT)

———— s,
. TD 29 PALMS :
: TD 29 PAL

BUSH SITE
{ebandonsd )

ORIGINAL
oDALE SITE
{réendemid)

SVIRGINIA [

DALE  syppLy
F o MINE

~ IFON AGE
°NEW MINE
DALE SITE
fabondsnsd)

The Dale Mining District. No attempt was made 1o name or accurately locate all the
mines in the area. The region is a veritable network of tunnels, shafts and impassable
roads with all the inherent dangers. Therefors, ong should faithfully follow the author's
directions to the collecting area. Befere entering any mine sites, the County Recorders
Office should be checked for ownership MNever go onto a private claim or private
property without the owner's permission. Entering an abandoned mine shaft is dan
gerous and has resuited in more than one desath; - B ’ )

ACTIVITY OF THE GENERAL DYNAMICS POMONA REGREATION Ade. y
MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MJHERALORG%ngyc:?gﬁB CIATION
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ROCKHOUNDS
2= FIELD TRIPS.

Soomme b — A }

= e = L b }
DESCRIPTION QOF MATERIAL Clear, solid agate nodules, many display-
ing beautiful banded patterns. If you are lucky, one may turn out
to be iris agate, which shows rainbow hues when cut thin and pol-
ished. This is caused by the spacing and density of the minute
lines in the agate. This material is plentiful, takes a good
polish and makes into fine jewelry pieces.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick
HOW TO GET THERE Take Antelope Valley Freeway east from Solémint
Junctiocn, passing the weird sandstone formations of Vasguez Rocks,
named for the bandit Tiburcio Vasquez who used this natural hiding
Place to good advantage during his exploits in the 1860's. At '
17.8 miles from Sclemint Junction, exit on Crown Valley Road, turn
right. Proceed 1.3 miles to Syracuse Avenue, turn right, and

go .3 mile to Hubbard Road. Turn left onto this dirt road: The
agate is found -in float ‘on the right side of the road for the next
2 miles. Hike on the slopes of these hills to find the agates.

Be sure to stay out of posted areas and don't leave any litter,

as' this is one sure way of causing the locality to be closed to
future collecting.
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ROCKHOUNDS
FIELD TRIPS

CHAPENITE—RED MOSS AGATE
i 4 | -]
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Camp at site indicated on map.
Bring pick, shovel and rock pick
to dig in volcanic ash.

®ausmar

Dry Camp so firewood and water
is needed,




