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CAmP: Plaskett Creek Campground on Hwy. 1 ig & ®"Goliden Fagle"”

campground and ai sdditional fee is necessary. larger fee
_ is without the "Eagle®. More space 1s availadle at Kirk
f Creek, about 5 miles north. Motels ars at San Simeon,
i 35 miies south.
§ Equipment: BRegular rock eguipment needed. Steep trail down .
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JALAMA BEACH TRAVERTINE

The best season to visit this area is durirg the winter when the

storms have uncovered most of the rock. However, summertime is a
good season to hunt for fossils and some of the travertine boulm

ders are exposed the year around.

TYPE OF MATERIZL FQUND 1) Travertine, 2) Fossils, 3) Indian
Arrifacts, 4) Whalebone, 5) Silicated Algea, 6) Marcasite,
7} Petrified Wood

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1) Travertine. Beautifully patterned travertine-onyx. This is
some of the best patterned travertine we have seen from Southern
California. It was originally formed as stalactites which were
later crushed and re-formed as travertine boulders. When it iz
cut, the variations from round to elongated tubes in different
cclorings make striking pieces. The colors are in the krown
tones. Takes good polish and is excellent for cabs, spheres,
bookends, pen bases and tumbling.

2) Fossils. The shale cliffs along the beach immediately north

of the park yield fossils. They are small and usually crushed, but
with some concentrated effort a gcocod specimen can be cbtained. It
iz best to hold the pieces of shale on edge and tap along the side
until a layer splits off along the bedding plane. The lady in the
snack bar has a perfect {ish fossil which she believes came from
the area.

3) Indian Artifacts. The Indians roamed this entire region as
late as 200 years ago. (Interesting exhibits ¢f their culture can
be seen al the Santa Barbara Museum). Many of their priritive
belongings such as wampum beads, bone needles, etc., can ke found
in the campgrocund with some diligent searchking. No digging is
permitted within the state park boundaries, but most of the items
are found lying on the surface.

THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS CAN BE FOUND ALIL ALONG THE BEACH

4) W%whalebone. Gray-brown in color and showing good cell structure.
It looks just like all the other prown rocks and it takes a keen eye
to see it. When the bone is wet, the cellular pattern will be easily
recognized.

5) Silicated Algea. A light tan stone with creamy colored spots;
it resemples a faded corn. Again . when this stone is wet, it is
much easier to identify. Takes good pelisk. Suitable for cabs,
paperweichts and tumbling. |

6. Marcasite. Look for the rocks with the rusty spots and then

chip a corner. On broken surfaces you can see the brassy colored
marcasite. Marcasite is ircn pyrite, and when expcsed to roisture,
it rusts easily which is the reason for the characteristic rusty
appearance., Takes a good polish. Makes attractive cabs for jewelry.
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© JALAYA BEACH COUNIY PARK
Yonroria Rockhounds Ficld Trip for Ssptember 20/21, 1569
(82¢ Page -1 for mep and additional .1?.1f0u'-..auj.0u)

oYER OF BATERIAL FOUID: (1) Travertine, (2) Fossils, (3} Indian Artifacts,
(L) Vhalebonz, (5) S.L?..lﬁ.&f)"!l Kigse, (6) Haraasite, (f) Petrified i{OC‘l

DESCRIFTION OF PATERIAL: :
(1) Traverting: Beautifully patterned {;*‘éve?"i;ina'—c:z:e'x. It was ordginally
fornad 85 sialactites which weré Jater crushed and re-formed as Traveriine
boulders. When 1t is cul, the variations from réund to elongabed tubes in
different colorings make Sul".ﬂxll"b pileces. The colows are inm the broan tones.
Takes good polish and is cfvallcnt for cedbs, spheres, bookends, p2n soands
and turdbling. ‘

(2) Posglls: The shale eliffs ajong the boach imms £

. y.Lc,'ic' “fossiis. They are spell and uswally crus r*c‘;, btub some good epachy
con ba obbained. Tt is best to hold the pidess of shale on edge and .tap
along the side wnbil a layer splits off slonz the badding planc.
(3) Tndian Arvifacts: The Indiang rosmed this eéntire region &s Jats as
years ago. Many oF ftheir primitive belonginzs such &s wrnpun beads, Done
neeliies, ébe., can bz foa,xé in the campground with goms c'ii?l:i.g-’an‘;: segveniy
Yo digsing i& peraitted within the county park boundaries, bub nose of the
items ere found 1ying on the surface.

THE FOLLGIING .ﬁ.’fil-.I'AI, CAW BE FOUND £LOHG THE BEACH

cell sbruciura. X4
08 & keen eye to gee it.
easily raoorq_ﬂ zede

-

somy coloved spobe; it v

A . e i

looks just Tike all the other brom 1o
Vhen the bone is web, ine cellalay p“bb
(5) Siliceted Xlzsg:’ A light tzn stons

(L) \mlc.‘r:ro;sm Goa '-'b_' i#m in color and j'
ﬁ

seibies & feded c,cr*}:. “Again, Wheh this s wet, it 1s much easisr to
identlfy. Takes a good polish and is sul or c&bs, paperieights and
bl ing. ; S POALBH eilE e 0 - :

(6) *farcaﬁv,,: Loo" For the vooks with the rusty spobs and then chip a

COrPET. C"z “brokan gurldces :,rou czn ses the br:,ss:y‘ colored Ir.:‘rcasitm
¥arcasibe is i onn pyTite, aﬂd Fiién éxposed 10 moisture, it rusts easily
vhich is the réason for the rusly appearances. Takes a good polish. Make

atbracvive ;os for jevwelry.
: ('{) Pcfu.*f Vood: ILook for the wood grain end cellivlar structure. 1his
& has been T‘Lad _u* by the sea and will coze in all 3 vardeties.

piit=N bek i

sugh {7) ébove og,cur nidong the rooks piled along the baach and

Lt

11 ha‘v'e to oo very ecarsiv ally to avold overlooking & good ploce.
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FOUR CORNERS DENDRITIC AGATE

The material in this area is plentiful and is very colorful. There

1s much area to be explored for agate and a vein where excellent
dendritic agate can be dug. 2ll the dirt roads are across flat desert
country and are good all the way to the collecting area.

IYPE O MATERIAL FOUND 1) Dendritic Agate, 2) Agatized Palm Fiber
and Wood, 3} Petrified Bog

70 A RED MONTAN
DPLESCRIPTION OF MATERIZL

1) Dendritic Agate. Good dendrities occur- S
ring in red, blue and translucent agate. A ER-
wide selection cf material is availabkle here. '
There is good cutting material and is suit-
able for all aspects of the lapidary art.

MOTAVE

2} Agatized Palm Fiber and Wood. This is
not as plentiful as the agate, but many
nice pieces will ke found. Look for the
pieces which resemble rough tree bark on the
outside. On a break endwise across the grain
of the bark there will be revealed the round
palm fiber eyes. The palm alsoc occurs as
nice broken pieces in which the eyes can be
seen with the lengthwise grain of the fiker
-running in the opposite direction.

N
R
3
R
N

V74
Vs 4

3) Petrified Bog. The bog occurs much the géég
same as the palm except that the eyes and
fibers are intermingled and twisted at a1l
angles as opposed to the straight, neat
arrangement of the agatized palm.

1
g

FTELLEFHONE L/INVES

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock hammer:; sledge ham-

- ) . S L3
mer and chisels if you plan to dig in the
dendritic agate vein.

-

HOW TO GET THERE At Mojave take Highway 58
east for 34 miles to junction with Highway METRLE TRCON
395 at Four Corners. Turn ricght (south) on FTHIS Pols ALALS
Highway 395 and go .2 mile. Turr left onto SET-R, £ SR
well traveled dirt road paralleling high
power lines. Follow this road 2.3 miles.
Here the telephone line and high power line XXy .4
cross. Turn right and follow road 'along X+
telephone lines for 1.3 miles. This will pd X

put you next to telephone pole with metal
tags identifying it 183-2, L/24. Turn AUN T LR
right here onto good dirt tracks for .4 mile T
to rocxy top of gentle rise. The agate is

found infloat on this knoll and in the near-
by vein. The palm and bog will be found in
the same general area.

»
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KRAMER HILLS AREA

2

TURN OFF ROADS 3
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C.F.M.S, FIELD TRIP MANUAL 1973
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»
By Eugene Heflin

Very few semi-precious gemstones catch
e eve with a glowing, sunshiny person-
ality like the straw-colored transparent
“sunstones” of Eastern Oregon. These tab-
ular;- sometimes blocky, stones are of
potash feldspar, have a vitreous luster,
and are formed in veins and volcanic and
plutonic rocks, especially in rhyolitic por-
phyry ground-masses. Of orthoclase va-
riety, they have a hardness of 6, a specific

gravity of 26, and are monoclinic and- -

prismatic. _

If the wife and I hadn’t stopped at the
post office-restaurant in Brothers on U.S.
20 highway enroute to the area south of
Riley, Oregon, to do some arrowhead
hunting, we wouldn't have seen those,
beautiful sunstones . . . and I wouldn't be
writing about them. = =~ -~ = -

As it was, while sipping my cofiee and
listening to my wife and. the proprietress
discuss rocks, my attention was drawn to

a box of yellowish crystals just back of -

the counter on a shelf My curiosity got
the best of me, so I managed to get the
sood woman’s attention and pointed to
the box of crystals “Pardon the inter-
ruption, but do you mind if I have a close
jook at those crystals in that box behind
the counter?
like them befere” - o

The woman laughed and handed
the box “Sure, have a look. Youwre mot.

e first one to ask about them. Theyre

~nown to the gem industry and reck col-

lectors as ‘sunstones.” But if you want to.

see the finished product look at the set in
my ring. She -held .out her hand so 1
could see.
facets shot out glowing shafts of Jight:
“Reautiful! Just beautifull” the wife
exclaimed. T : i

“Really an eyc-catchéi‘,” I admitted, as -

1 first looked at the faceted stone set in
the 1ing, then at the unfinished stones.
“Never saw anything quite like them. Do
you mind telling me where these crystals
came from, and if they are for sale?”

“No, 1 don’t mind. The crystals were
given to me by a friend in Lakeview, so
naturally I won't sell them, not that X
haven't had plenty of offers,” she told us,
with a smile. “I had one of the stones
faceted, polished and mounted in the ring
I am wearing. Faceted sunstones can be

ounted in brooches, necklaces, tie pins,
ear-rings, bola ties—just about anything.
This friend of mine collected the stones in
the vicinity of the Rabbit Hills north of
Plush in the Warner Valley.” -

We were astonished, for although we
had heard of sunstones I must confess we
had never given them much thought until
then. et T '

“yvou aren’t kiddin’, are you? Why
we've hunted that area nearly every year

¢ arrowheads, but never once thought
1o look for sunstones, Probably walked
over hundreds.”

“You possibly did, mister,” she said.
“Believe me, the stones are there. You
just have to get out and prowl for them,
just like you do arrowheads ”

I suddenly slapped the wife on the back

Never saw_anything quite

me

When she turned her hand the

The Rabbit Hills are a dry and desolate looking ar

literally by the millions, over a large area.

ea, buf there are sunstones there -

“Drink up, gall We're headin’ for the
hills, Rabbit Hills, that is!”

“If you're back this way, stop in and
let me see some of the loot,” the pro-
prietress told me when I paid her for the
coffee and turned to leave, “Haven't given
anyone a bum steer yet!”

There are several routes a persom can
take in order to reach the Rabbit Hills,
depending on what part of the state of
Oregon youTe in Out-of-state visitors
from the east can reach the Rabbit Hills
by going west on US 20 irom QOntario
to Riley, then turning south until the road
to Plush is reached on the high plateau
just before dropping down into the valley
at the north end of Lake Abert. This
road, wide, smooth and gravelled, but
terribly dusty, takes off to the southeast
for about 10 miles, passes intrusive rock
outcrops and lava rims, then begins a
gradual drop until it reaches Rabbit
Creek, where it angles off to the south-
east. The Rabbit Hills are passed on the
right about three miles from the junction
road to Plush and the Antelope Refuge.

Once the junction is reached one may
be overcome by many temptations, for
about six miles southeast of the junction,
rising some 3,000 feet above the north
end of the Warner Valley and a string of

so hard she almost spilled her coffee. %es is the ruggedly beautiful Hart
: ad Ao ree 2 '

”

Mountain escarpment. The  lakes are
teeming with waterfow], and arrowheads
and gemstones are found around their
shores when the water is low. On top of
the escarpment are Indian caves, opals,
arrowheads, and antelope. And if it's
Plush to the south, which doesn’t have a
population of over 20, dont expect any-
thing fancy there, for it is only a com-
bined- grocery store, beer joint, and post
office. - There are a few weatherbeaten
shacks and a church—nothing more. And
no motel, -

Good advice, if one is low on water
and gas, 1s drive down to Plush and get
both. Then if you decide to take off for
the sunstone atrez as we did, follow the
dirt road that turns north at the Plush-
Antelope Refuge junction and drive for
about sever miles. Unless it has bheen
knocked down recenily there will be a
sign which reads “Sunstones” and points
to the northwest, By following the road
;ou will 1each the sunstone area which
extends for several miles just north and.
west of the hills and the Rabbit Creell.
dam.

Another route to take to the Plush-
Rabbit Hill area is the paved 6A highway
that comes from the east and joins 393
shout five miles north of Lakeview, It
passes the Warner Ski area and on through




the ruggéc.lr Warner Canyon. and Deep
‘Creek Falls until the stockman’s outpost
of Adel is reached.

Turn north on the Plush road 1t goes
by Charles Crump’s ranch on the left at
the base of the gigantic Warner Rim
Scarp. Three and eighi-tenths miles up

e Toad to the left is the Crump Geyser,
which made the headlines in July of 1959,
when it suddenly spouted to a height of
200 feet. Its action inactivated a hot
spring about 100 yards to the east that
Crump’s father once used for scalding
hogs, and a natural geyser 100 feet to the
north. Vandals, over-a-period-of.lime, in-
activated the Crump Geyser by filling it
with rocks. Later the oid geyser to the
north became active again. -

To keep people from getting burned
and to put a, stop to vandalism Crump
fenced in the geysers and posted signs
However, some people do not heed signs.
On September 6 of this year thiee people
were burned by the north geyser when
they ignored the signs and got too close.
They were hospitalized in Lakeview. -

Once in the sunsfone area it is not very
difficult to locate them, providing one pays
attention to the sun. We started finding
sunstones just a few feet north of the
northeast spur or dike of the Rabbit Hills.
They were scattered loose among the vol-
canic sand, and we spotted them by catch-
ing the sun reflecting off their surface,
which made them glow like fire. Best time
for collecting is morning or afternoon.
Do not try it during midday. The stones
just appear to vanish, In this particular
area the sunstones are sandblasted and

mooth, and some of their yellowish cast

as inclusions of pink, possibly from the
presence of hematite and goethite. A mile
or so west of the Rabbit Creek dam the
crystals are larger but rough. -

No doubt the feldspar crystals had been
freed from decomposing {weathered near
the surface), rhyolitic porphyry ground-
masses that over the millions of years
were gradually extiuded, broken up and
ground down by freezes, rain, and wind.
It is also possible that the crystals formed
in the extrusive rocks forming the Rabbit
Hills may have been freed also by weath-

ering and erosion and carried with a-

transport mantle onto the flats below.

At any rate the sumstones are there,
millions of them Those who don't want
to depend on the sun fo spot the sunstones
could build a small handscreen with a 14
inch mesh and sift for them Just dont
go poking around the 1ocks on and near

Rabbit Creek —there are rattlesnakes
there
l Beautiful

- MONTILLA AGATES

BLACK and WHITE with DENDRITES and
MOSS. A new British Columbia find 95%
fracture free 1V2 to 4 inches, {

$4.00 per 1b. 40z per sq. in.

Also GOLD NUGGETS from Vs in. to V2
cunce, 15¢ per grain.

THOMPSON VALLEY ROCK SHOP

263 Tronguille Rd.,, North Kamloops, B.C

Our Speciolty Jade ond Carved Jade Jewelry I
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MAP OF THE RABBIT HILLS SUNSTONE AREA

MAP BY EUGENE HEFLIN

STOP BREAKING diamond drills
THE NEW

PRONTO DRILL PRESS

brings *o you these fine precision engineered

and designed features:

}} Dreme! Universal stand 12)4" high

2} Jacobs key chuck

3) 1/154h ball bearing, 5000 R.P.M. motor

4} b speed rheostat

5} Table feed, depth locking device

6] Rotating drill head, left and right for carv-
ing, buffing, polishing
COMPLETE AT LOW $48.75 F.O.B.

Cal, residents 4%
Free litersture. Dealers Quotes

Manufactured by

FRANCES PAUL CRAFETS

3032 La Madera Ave, Ef Monte, Cal, 91732

FINE MINERALS CRYSTAL & GEM ROUGH  FOSSILS

See our display ot shows — Visif us in San Diego {please phone first}.

SEND FOR OUR NEW MAIL ORDER LISTING
PLUMMER'S MINERALS

0 FOIL LOMA AYENUE (net Boulevard}
area -& DIEGO 7, CALIFORNIA
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The sunstones are a Feldspar (Bytownite) and most of them are clear faceting.
material only slightly yellow but if you are lucky you may find a few true sun-
stones that show the chatoyancy like a true moonstone only in a golden red color
and those are the ones you hope for. The area is open sage brush country and
you walk against the sun and see the pieces glittering. It is a long way to
the nearest town so it is advisable to go in with more than one car; let some
one know where you are going and when you plan on coming back. The roads are
gravel but in good condition and a car should make it without any difficulty.

P e o™it

NOTICE TO POW WON MEMBERS

If you have any newspaper ¢lippings,
pictures or stories pertaining to any of
cur Rockhound activities that would be of
interest to others, send them in to our
Club Historian, Mrs., Francis Atwood,

514 Violet Meadow, Tacoma, Washington,
98444, so we can keep a complete record of
the interesting things we do throughout
the year.

| CAroLINA MOTEL
| % APARTMENT

050 EAST ZIRD STREET
PRINEVILLE, ORE GoN

W 25 UNITS '

¥ 10 HOUSEKEEPING

#* REASONABLE RATES i

# PHONE- H|LLCRESTHYT-4/52]
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LAST CHANCE CANYON

t Chance Canycn is, first of all a gorgeous geolecgical area with
chocolate, yellow, pink and red hills; and, second a fantastic gem

ality with hunting areas too numerous to mention in this book.
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re untold hours of enjoyable exploration in Last Chance Canyon
hose who like to "see what they can find." The locality featured
here was chosed becazuse the material is very plentiful and of good
gquality. It is possible to reach the palm root in a passenger car,
however a 4-wheel drive vehicle would be desirable.
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TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND Petrified Palm Root

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

Mostly dark brown agate ccntaining some blue agate sections. Look
closely and you can see the palm root fibers and eyes as contrasting,
light colored agate in the brown. Some pieces contain much more

of the palm than others. This is a very good grade agate and it
takes an excellent pclish. Best suited for Jjewelry.

EQUIPMENT .NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO GET THERE The route from Highway 14 is described here as
1t Is the €asSiett to traverse. At 13.8 miles north of Mojave on
left is abandoned buildings of Hart's Place. Directly opposite
Hart's Place a good dirt .road heads east off Hwy 14 across a cattle
suard and out across open flat lands. Take this road approximately
5 miles and you will pass a fairly good sized mining operation on

7o LONE SINE the right. Stay on main road
P which now drops down and follows

Cué% washbed to junction with Last
E;:% Chance Canyon RdA. which is 6.8
(3§Q miles from turnoff at Hwy 14.
%éyﬂ From here you will view the
‘(HQ spectacular pink hues in the
§§§ hills bordering the washbed.

-

In the bluffs along the rocad
you will notice many old gold
prospect holes of yesteryear.
Continue down washbed 3 miles
{watch for sandy spots) to main
crossroad. {To the left is site
of Cudahy Camp, once a thriving
gold camp.) Turn right .2 mile,
then right again around base of
hill and bear left .5 mile
toward columnar hills. This
last .5 mile is sometimes rough
from winter storms and may
reguire 4-wheel drive. Park on
level area and hike across the
narrow wash to slope of hill.
The petrified palm is in float
all over slope.
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