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THIS IS A LITTLE DIFFERENT TYPE OF DESERT STILL

You will need:

a catch cup a long tube (straw)
cut up cactus shovel (to dig hole with)
plastic sheet rocks large (to hold sheet in place)

rock small (in bottom of sheet)

1. Make your hole about 40 inches in diameter and 22 inches deep.

2. Put your catch cup in the bottom.

3 Place straw in cup (and hold in place with a rock near top of hole) be sure to leave
enough straw to suck water up out of the cup.

4, Place cut up cactus around hole.

5. Position plastic sheet (with small rock in bottom — with rock over the cup).

6. Hold plastic sheet in position with enough rocks so it won’t blow away or let dirt
into your water cup.

7. Replace cactus when water produced starts to diminish.
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THIS IS A LITTLE DIFFERENT TYPE OF DESERT STILL

You will need:
a catch cup a long tube (straw)
cut up cactus shovel (to dig hole with)
plastic sheet rocks large (to hold sheet in place)
rock small (in bottom of sheet)

1. Make your hole about 40 inches in diameter and 22 inches deep.

2. Put your catch cup in the bottom. :

3 Place straw in cup (and hold in place with a rock near top of hole) be sure to Jeave
enough straw to suck water up out of the cup.

4, Place cut up cactus around hole.

5. Position plastic sheet (with small rock in bottom -- with rock over the cup).

6. Hold plastic sheet in position with enough rocks so it won’t blow away or let dirt
into your water cup.

7. Replace cactus when water produced starts to diminish.
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Z\CTON AGATES Z,

"%
TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND Agate ’

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL Clear, solid agate nodules, many dlsplay—
ing beautiful banded patterns. If you are lucky, one may turn out
to be iris agate, which shows rainbow hues when cut thin and pol-
ished. This is caused by the spac;ng and density of the minute
lines in the agate. This material is plentiful, takes a good
polish and makes into fine jewelry pieces.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO GET THERE Take Antelope Valley Freeway east from Solemint
Junction, passing the weird sandstone formations of Vasguez Rocks,
named for the bandit Tiburcio Vasquez who used this natural hiding
place to good advantage during his exploits in the 1860's. At
17.8 miles from Solemint Junction, exit on Crown Valley Road, turn
right. Proceed 1.3 miles to Syracuse Avenue, turn right, and

go .3 mile to Hubbard Rocad. Turn left onto this dirt road: The
agate is found in float on the right side of the road for the next
2 miles. Hike on the slopes of these hills to find the agates.

Be sure to stay out of posted areas and don't leave any litter,

as' this is one sure way of causing the locality to be closed to
future collecting. -
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ADELANTO DENDRITES

(ATERILL FOUND 1) Black Dendrites, 2) Massive Red

n
e
N

17 b k] et

Q

I OF MATERIAL _
. Dengrites. Beautiful specimens of black manganese "fern"
¢r white, gray, green and pink native rocks. The dendrites
found as masses of densely distributed small "ferns" on some
mens, while others will occur as one or two large "ferns",

mes up tc 5" long. These dendrites are caused by the mineral
ese being deposited in solution and growing in a branching
n. They are not fossilized ferns as many believe.
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€t. Massive pieces of rusty red garnet. This material
ame iccalities as dendrites.
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Fhis area is an abandoned tungsten mine and a blaek light may show
some interesting specimens on the olgd dumps .

SQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick.
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70 GET THERE Take Highway 138 east from Pearblossom. Continue
¢ Lo Eighway 395, turn left. You will pass a turnoff to George AFB
Victorville at 4.3 miles and the turnoff to Adelanto business

ict is passed when you have gone another .6 mile. From here,
.nue north on Highway 395 for 12.4 miles and turn left onto dirt
d marked Bonanza Tr. (This is .7 mile north of Sun Eill Ranch
d.) Proceed on Bonanza Tr., a good dirt road heading west, 3.8

es Turn left onto Mountain View Road. Continue south 1.0 mile
vard cement foundations of old mine. The dendrites are found around
se concrete abutments and the mine diggings in the surrounding area
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_an alnost endless variety of cubting
- material such as all types of agates,

--,

The camp area 15 approximately 150
miles from Monrovia via Csjon Pass
and Barstow. See "Desert Gem Trails®
Page 35, for detailed map of this
area. Road to the camp area is okay
for stock cars and trailers. Soms
soft sand beyond Pyramid Pezk so kesp
moving. Bring water and wood for
canp fire.
This area affords 2 variety of spec-
taeular peaks and canyons containing

Jaspagate, jasper, calcite, nodules,
ete. M¥ach of the region is zccess-
ible only by hiking or by l-wheel
drive.
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ROCK ATOMICS GEM & MIN SOCIETY. -

" SPECIAL INTDREST®!
- our field trip will be set up ome weelk,
Oxnard will be baving thzir show on the third w
f you will he ecver ticre,
. PLACE. Eidden Hills — Afton Tura off, turn N, over the freeway proceed
as per map, Cood road graded, and trailers ,campers can make it.
TTNE. APRIL. 10&11 197L
MATERTAL. Petrified Vood, Jasper, dJasp~ Agate,paln root, IAREEX & Reec,
It is coloriul in bright yellows,reds,and soft pasiel greens, pirnks,white,
PO0LS, Hammer, saovel, bag, spray botile, To save your tongue,
NO WATER OR V00D, Ering plenty of boik A fire sat eve as usual,
SANTTARY FACILITIES BOUE. find a bush,??77?
SUPPLIES. You can get them all at Yermo.
A pot luck again, And it will Bbe served at 3,00 P.M.5kzarp, ‘
Bring tatles, and of cours scie food too. I will be starved again ha ha?
AGATN T SAY ALL DOGS MUST BE KEPT ON A LEASE IN CAMP AREA,
This can be a one day or & weekend Trip.
Just a reminder, please take all litter nome,and do ndt bury it as the
cnimals will éig it up and scatter it. '
Toolk for markers arnd streamers, orange &
- See you =211 there,
Just a wishful wish on my
- we had last trip. :

eelkcend, and I krow most

blue, & red & blue,

art, T hope we have as nice a weathber as
3

YOUR ROCK EUNTER UPBPER

KELLY & JACK.




AGATE VALLEY

TYPE OF MATERIAL FQUND 1) Agate, Green Opal, 3) Botryoidal
Chalcedony

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL
1) Agate. Good, clear agate, some with distinctive banded patterns.

Takes a nice polish and is good jewelry material. Occurs as nodules
weathering out of the basalt and as thin seam agate.

2) Green Opal. Falr grade opal. Takes a polish and is suitable
for cabbing, etc.

3) Botryoidal Chalcedony. Good examples of this material. Some
very closely resembling fire agate.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO GET THERE Proceed on Antelope Valley Freeway (Highway 14)
northbound, Take Angeles Forest Hwy/Pearblossom Hwy cfframp and
follow Pearblossom Hwy. Continue on rcocad to Littlerock and Pear-—
blossom 2.7 miles. Turn right onto Barrel Springs Road. Go 1.5
miles and turn right onto well used dirt road marked by sign:

"Not & Through Street."” Continue 1.5 miles and turn left. You

are now heading into Agate Valley. About .7 mile farther is a "¥"
in the road. You may wish toc park here and hunt on the surrounding
hills o§ E%Blore on the dirt roads crisscrossing the area. The
agate, § and chalcedony occur as float on the reddish-brown
hills and in some of the narrow canyons.
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A California Field Trip
MAP 002 A

by
Mary

Frances

Strong
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MODERI\: MaPs do not show  the
: Lower Mojave Valley and few

pruple have heard of it Yet, each year,
thousands of travelers drive through the
Valley on Interstate 15-—the main artery
from Scuthern California o Tas Vegas
Nevada Beginning at Yermo, and end-
ing at Afton Canyon, this 25 mile stretch
of desert valley might be called a barren
and arid wasteland

Its landscape is one of broad alhvial
slopes rising leisurely to the mountains
on either side. Rocky bajadas and deer
washes dissect the western barder while
to the east great sand dunes have been
piled against the mountain sides by vio-
lent winds Only the higher peaks have
escaped burial Not even a Joshua tree——
sentinel of the desert—breaks the monot-
orny of this sea of detritus sparsely cover-
ed by elfin, droughtstricken creosote
bushes Here and there, in a ravine or

i :
X i . g
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shallow depression an occasional sikvery-
leafed desert holly will be seen bravely
fighting the clements to stay alive

Though barren and desolate the Lower
Mojave Valley may zppear to be, it 1s a
region of hidden surprises and exciting
history Through its length runs a river
and it was once filled by a prehistoric
lake along whose shores horses, camels
and mastodons roamed.

The Valley has felt the wheels of
covered wagoens as pioneers traveled along
the Old Spanish Trail; and it enjoyed the
distinction of having a military camp
built to protect them Today, it is rich in
excellent gem and mineral collecting
areas. Of particular interest and within
casy reach from a modern freeway. are
the agates in the Ahord Hills

The agate fields are reached by taking
the Field Road offramp, approximately
15 7 miles east of the Califernia Inspec

ate .
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MOVING?

SO YOU WILL NOT MISS AN ISSUE
NOTIFY US AS SOON A% POSSIBLE
Be sure to inciude old address
as well as the new
AND BOTH ZiP CODES!

Desgil

Paim Desert, California 92280

NMake Your
G utings
Sore Fum
and Profitalle Foo!
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74
\' Find

/" Gold
0Id Coins

Treasures

METAL DETECTORS
® Detectron
@ Excelsior

Get the Best
Top Gueraniee .
Loasy to Operate
From
$64.95 to

$165.00 et

Stop By And See OQur . . .

Westtrn Artifocts. Indien Collection Jewelry
Display. Lapidary Equipment Tumblers Gold
Dry Washers Bocks on Treasures and
and cther jtems of fun for

Pans
Lost Mines
the entire fomily For intormation just write

ty er call:

COMPTON
BOCK SHOP

1405 South lang Beach Bivd

Fh. 632.-920%96 Compton, Calif 20221
iy

twn Stitton on Interstate 15 Cross over
the freewsy and follow the good dirt
road  northwesterly the hiils (sec
miap and read log for detailsy Two miles
from the freeway the road goes down
o ashallow valley and the main collect-
ing area begins The valley makes an ex-
cellent campsite and offers & bit of shelter
from the desert winds The road and the
collecting area continue for the next mile
where the road climbs 1 ridge and event-
ually joins the power-line

1ito

Agate, jasp-agate, jasper and petrified
palm wood will be found as float on both
sides of the road throughout the ajea in-
dicated on the map Here are great quan-
tities of material in small sizes for tum-
bling and larger chunks for slabbing
There is also a considerable amount of
leaverite  The collecting is easy—just a
matter of walking and looking Even the
most discriminating rockhound should be
able to pick up some colorful good qual-
ity, cutting materjal '

There is a wide range of color and pat-
tera to be found in the Alvord Hills
specimens—paste] shades of pink, yeliow,
salmon, beige and dark brown, black and
white. The most coveted material is the
blood red, gem-quality jasper shot
through with blue or white chalcedony
This materjal is known as  lace carnelian”
and will cut into beautiful cabochons The
scarcest item is the petrified palm root It
is of brown color and can easily be over

looked, if the specimens aren't carefully’
" scrutinized  for

eyes. An  occasional
chunk of pertified reed may also be
found It polishes well to show the reed
structure very effectively.

Looking east from the collecting area,
the sand-covered Cady Mountains form
the border of the Lower Mojave Valley
and the course of the meandering Mojave
River can be traced along the valley floor

Gigantic Gem Maker’s

CATALQ

From the monvtecturer of the worid s

lorgest  sefection  of gem making

cquipment. Over 200 wanted items
yeu con purchose from  your
fovorite decicr Write

6 SE.‘ECE§184S JE

Box 35, REDLANDS D,
CaLIF, 92373
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The river flows underground for many
miles along its course, surfaces in Afton
Canyon to run above ground several
miles, then. once again, sinks into the
sands

During Pleistocene Time, a millien
vears ago, the Mojave River flowed into
the Lower Mojave Vallew and formed
Lake Manix The climate was more hu-
mid then and this desert region is known
to have supported considerable wildlife
including horses, camels. mastodons, an-
telope ind birds The fossil remains of
fish vertebrie and four species of fresh
water mollosks have been found in the
green beds of old Lake Manix These, to-




gether with the vniform bedding and the
green celor, which is due to oxidation be-
neath water, clearly indicate the presence
of a sizeable lake J. P. Buwalda studied
the deposits extensively In the published
report of his findings of 1914, he named
the prehistoric body of water Lake Manix

The Lower Mojave Valley was also part
of the famed Old Spanish Trail. First re-
corded by Iohn C Fremont during his
expedition of 1844, it apparently had
heen in use over a period of years prior to
Fremonts journey. The portion of the
route from the Colorade River to the San
Gabriel Mission well-established
Indian trail; traveled in 1776 by Padre

was a
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Fray Francisco Garces—the first white

man to cross the Mojave Desert

During the 1860s, the settlement of the
Mojave Desert regron began as the result
of its division into townships and sec
tions by the United States Genersl Lind
Qffice A journey along the Mojave Des-
ert section of the Spanish Trail was not
without danger from marauding indians
Following atiacks on travelers and miners,
Carp Cady, with 2 complement of a hun-
dred soldiers, established in the
Lower Mojave Valley-—iwo miles south-
west of the present-day railroad siding of
Manix. It is now ia ruins

was

Doctors tell us that hobbies are the re-
juvenators of man If this be so—the Al-
vord Hills are the right prescription. The
offer the rockhound an easy-to-reach area,
removed from the noise of the main
highway It is a peaceful setting of low
hills and broad horizons uncluttered by
the litter of civilization. Except for three
pole lines, there is little to mark man’s
encroachment

The 2mple gem fields make the pur-
suit of the hobby rewarding. The air is
clear and refreshing to breathe and the
nmight sky glitters with 2 million spark-
ling diamonds. -A special quiet covers the
area with the comfort of a favorite
bianket Yes, the Alvord Hills in the
Tower Mojave Valley are the Rx for
good collecting good camping and good
fun on the Great Mojave Desert  [J

- N

ALVORD HILLS LOG

Mileages are not accumulative.
Take the Field Road offramp on
Interstate 15, at approximately
15.7 miles east of the Califor-
nia Inspection Station at Yermo.
Cross over freeway.

0.0 Dirt road begins.

0.6 Pole line road. Jog right
and then left.

0.8 Cross 2nd pole line road.

0.7 Reach little valley. This is
an excellent campsite
Collecting area begins.

05 Cross 3rd pole line

0.5 End of main collecting

area.

This is a good dirt road and OK
for cars and trailers.
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METAL DETECTORS .
HIKER 197 All Transistor $185.00
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Interchangechle waterproof Loops
4 YEARS WARRANTY- FREE LITERATURE =
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MIKE KOVACS
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BRIAN CHUCHUA'S
FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CENTER

Dept. DM 1625 5 Horbor Blvd
Fullerton, California

e e,

EINDESURTEDR

r}‘ Yok

RERSHE R

PSR VT

/ w32 '

E‘ }—-—u‘________e('
7 1971 MODELS \

N
\\J GUARANTEED

FOR 60 DAYS EQUAL ‘ ;,3
$200 DETECTORS O] YOUR
MONEY BACK
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

Finds Coins.. Jewelry. Gold.. Siher. Copper
Compiete with 5 transistors. general purpose
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area is aboroximstely 185 miles. :
ROAT CONDITICNS: 4 pcod road leads to
the ‘camp area at the edge of the wash.
Though & bit sandy, it is 0.X. for stock
cars gnd treilers. This ares was used

by the army for mznsuvers and thare are
many roads and tracks to explore. Tue

to the extreme sandy conditions we sugeest
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the vse of Li-wheel drive vehicles I
beyvond the cenp srea. S5
CAMPING FACTLITIES: The sheltered N

“

arez on the edpe of the wash was
selected for protectiecn from possible
vinds. You will note that the army
Jittered the arsd with cans, bottles,
stc., as well as some timbers which Z
mey be used for the camp fire. To =
be safe bring your own fire wood. N
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This is cpen desert country
with no water.
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COLIECTING AREAS: Most material = '\

rmzy bz feund in the float or by o=

shallow dipping. To check the N e o 2
eolor znd quality of the chal- =3 ’f;,:,’ '

cedonies we supgest that you

cerry water with you to the %,
. . -
collecting areas. A plasti IS
RS
gallon container of water i )
and a second conteainer ent @
in hzlf to make 2 pan, plus T, s \“g - _
- - b T +oa 3 2. .
s small stiff brash, will , T N e A
be 2 bip help in removing e ; - \
the 1&1:,"93:‘ of dirt and Py, rhs - -—«7/"" \ ;,
revealing the color e = e &
. R R o e, .
of your finds. gy S T %
. &t % %
NOTIECTING ARFA f\r‘i) : Agate, chalcedony, Carnsasan {Reddish chalcedony).
cruirerInG trme () @ Flower agate, chaleedony, carnelian.
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HELD TRIP

)RANGE BLOSSOM

CHRYSOCOLLA

TRY AN ABANDONED GOLD MINE
IN CALIFORNIA’S BRISTOL MOUNTAINS

by LORAN E. PERRY

The Orange Blossom Mine in the
Bristol Range in Southern California
has been probed by comparatively few
rockhounds for its chrysocolla values and
intr‘ig{idng mementos

Little remains or the abandoned Grange
Blossom gold mines except concrete
foundations.and litter left by 400
employees

ORANGE BLOSSOM MINE

MARBLE MTNS
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A myriad of

speculative interest still abound at the old
mine to a degree that makes the ares a
“must’ in any mineral collector’s plan-
ning.

Several years ago Eunice and Cari
Lindercth of the Palomar Gem and
Mineral Society wers well-known for
their chrysocolla pendants, cabochons,
and jewelry. Although it was not general-
ly known where material came from, the
couple finally disclosed that they were
gaihering their cuiting naterial at the
Orange Blossom Mine. A gold operation,
the mine was auspicious and comphehen-
sive as mining activities go It was dis-
covered in the early 1800s and shut down
in 1910

Concentrates from the Orange Blos-
som were hauled southward over the
mountain to Bagdad on the Santa Fe
Railroad, some eight miles over a road of
no return It was so steep that mule-
drawn ore wagons were compelled to
reiurn to the mine via Amboy and the
Kel-Baker Trail, not a road at that time

Actually the Orange Blossom Mine
consists of two distinctly different loca-
tions one-half mile apart. One is the
original discovery shaft, known  as
"Orange Blossom No I, and the other
is known as “*QOrange Blossom Exten-
sion,” sometimes called “El Dorado.”
Both were prolific and preductive in gold
values. which were mostly free-milling
with two stamp miles in operation. The
original Orange Blessom Mine features a
10-stamp mill. and its counterpart one-
half mile north on the gther side of a low

7 ridgél had Tam 20-stamp’ mill - ThE otré
averaged abour 330 a ton at golds
depressed value of the day. and only con-

Only a wild imagination could guess
_what the Orange Blossom would -have -

produced by today's gold values.

T Some 40U people Hved arand -

- Continued on-page-§4---
ROCK & GEM

—fecture-nmay-estimate-the mithons-of dole—
-~ -lars-the--mine-produced -in-tts-hfetime — -
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Right—-A couple of Eagle's Nest limbs just as they came from
the ground,

|

'

: -

i

:

i

;

; SURN

. Hines

|

: : 1
i Crtrtgs V\.VEJ.%’.??...,,
Dog %7

? Mountain

7 K
Tt ns

—

FNat. Wildlife
Refuge Headguarters

PEER)

BINOCULAR
MAGNIFIER

0w
Oy 107

Its lighterthan-air construction and padded headband,
makes this magnifier the most comfortable yet available.
It does not bind even if you wear plasses. The wide clear
lens plate, and open bptiom permit a great amount of
light 1o reach the eye. The lenges‘in the PEER Binocular
Magnifier are ground from the finest oplical glass

Ho. 22-B43-—BIRODCULAR MAGHIFIER. Working 51 050
Gistance 10%, 215 DOWED .. i corsmmoms e omssasomin

No, 22.-851-—AUXILIARY LODUPE. 2% X.Attaches 2‘; :
for either eve, Flips vp when not in USE..cue e

ORDER FROM YOUR DEALER

MAMMELSICIANDE s
35 Finisn S s A

Mép showing major roads from Burns, Oregon,
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B8iG SAVINGS

EQUIPMENMT AND SUPPLIES

1andle Complete Lines of ALL
“%i the top makes plus having the
LARGEST Inventory of fins gqual-
ity Jewelry Making Tools and
Supplies.

FREE CATALOGS AND BROCHURES
THE SWENSONS

9641 E, Apache Trail
Mesa, Ariz, 85207 (6D2) 9B6-4394

" Ay GEMPOLSIIED | EESEEERReam
- = Factory Direct % = : > :

Pt el S 2 i

™

i pédtf f12 1151 P;é;tage B 5 w2 S5 ¥ =g —_
alif. res. a tax Sy S e It e -__""»—.'ﬁ__u

reavy duty diamond compound polishing ma- Sy = R o e S 0 i A TR R
B tarver ¥it 31508 Fros Brochan ANTEED | Eagie's Nest cliff is on the left. Petrified wood and oolite are found in their original
RAN.-CO PRODUCTS—Box 3293~ deposits on top of the hil. All along the base and sides of this cliff are pieces of oolite,
Granada Hills, CA 91344 fiints, and occasionally petrified wood. Look for arrowheads on the right. Two older

abandoned gravel pits are also on the right,

e Millions of years earlier great flows of
THE @ WAX RING MANDREL lava and pumice ash embedded water-

1 Humar engineered to reguee fatigue factor, logged forests, eventually producing petri-
2 fre j’u"}',',‘{’:;’;ﬁ;’;ﬂ‘{,’;ﬁ,’;ﬁ;;’;: _ fied wood. Hot water, laden with silica
g x’enzc:j o h.oir_izonlaiehda? msilion;nq. . . and other dissolved minerals percolated :
. andrels easiiy rem OF Wors Change or inspection. 2 H R
6. Generces 332 long steps each size. through D&‘_dS of lava and Sedlmpntary =z
g‘ g!"'rqrg;ati;% mandla_'es e < " ol orc rocks, leaving noduies of agate, jasper,
. izes [e1] supphed=——pthre cizes availabie pr $pECial prosr. H 3 s
. 9. Simplifies work handling and storage and flint. Sometimes it ComPIEt§1}’ filied
= 19 Riont or et handed. the empty pocket where a tree limb had
o - - . Satisfaction guaranieed. H - x
= $l995 pat pending 12 Write for illustrated Drochure weathered and dissolved out of the rock,
= A - 'ﬁE\H; leaving a perfect cast of the original limb. =}
. i cient lake beds de- 1
o8 : THE 0 SHOP Ool}te formed when anc ] ]
s;ﬂ;;&:gé’fﬁ;;"tg& PEALER INDUIRIES 15824 §“;% N ST posited small, spherical caleifications
CALIF, RESIDENTS ADD 5% TAX LA PUENTE, CALIF, 21744 around organic or dust particles, to be
SEE DEMONSTRATION — BOURGET BROS BOOTH — ANAHEIM JUNE 28 . JULY 2 finally covered or completely replaced by

— harder quartz,
It has taken millions of years to form e

e . f th ks, Agat found
ASIRORZED DEALER @awﬁgdgaw‘” @é‘g A lsI?mI:la:)’ COle(ffS I;;]cd Svarie:iissfracfl?n fg;i;](y 1

chalcedony to banded, dendritic and crys-

STAR DIAMOND ROCKHOUND MACBINERY & SUPPLIES talline, in many shades and colors. Petri-
2 SPECIMENS e M UORESCENT DISPLAY fied timbs are often found, excellent in
» MUSEUM PIECES S6RRY e PROSPECTING EQUIPMENT color and grain formation. Jaspers, flints
o BAROQUE STONES oes ° WADDELL DISPLAY CASE and cherts are common.
o BAROQUE FINDINGS CATALD: P BOOKS—MENERA'L & LAPIDARY The ﬁmts.and agates Of. thBSE. beach
gravel deposits were favorites with the
¢ CUTTING MATERIAL * ARTICLES MADE FROM ROCK ancient people who lived here and used
o LAPIDARY SUPPLIES . ZUORESCENT LIGHTS AND MATERIAL éhgrg to make tools and weapons. Un-
Adcmsad _ga,,‘-‘{aw & 45# oubtedly the Indians who later lived in
8391 MARKET STREET « ROUTE 7 - 2 uuzsfoe::ﬂ OF BOARDMAN HOURS: Open Hon thru Sat 1-8 FM this valiey used some of the more highly
2 MILES NORTH OF OHIO TURNPIKE INTERCHANGE 16 Closed Sun. polished and beautiful stones as orna-
PHONE 216 758-2185 ments or charms. I have found them in
> glddcampgrounds a;nong broken ba.rrow-
AN AIR A NSRS A A Ayl MM d chi flint d idian,
NOW YOU CAN HAVE QUALITY SOLID GOLD RING MOUNTINGS FOR YOUR PRIZED STQNES BY me:nys r:iriles fcrolgls pﬁaces lgzheiz th:y sr!gai:‘?..
FINISHING OUR CASTINGS AT A PRICE YOU CAN TRULY AFFORD, Gold Castings ally occur, :
Carniogs WE FEATURE: oA The general area of these gravel pits

may be the only place where exactly the
right combination of agates and semi-
precious gemstones was present in suffi-
cient quantity, in conjunction with the
polishing agents, 1o produce such beau-
tifully polished beach pebbles. Of course
it must be remembered that the stones
were washed down in rivers and streams,

1. 14 &t and 18 kt. white and yellow gold
2. All ring stzes
v 3. All populer opening sizes including 18x13,
20x15, 25x18 mm. -
. Exquisite styling, many models to choose from
. Average cost under 520 for 14 kt., $25 for 18 kt.

. Send for FREE catalog 5 2
Satisfaction guaranteed and partialty tumbled and polished before
they reached their final resting places on

7. : 1
A & R LAPIDARY ?Zﬁsﬁ.nﬁ’ﬁ?ﬁ??‘in3..’"45260 ’hiuac?g‘}if;tf?ggf%ﬁé amount of rock and

- —

o LT

R e, B e, e, .l e, . sl s s sl s, i i, i, o, s S . i, e e o i i . s, i . S S, B il b i .

9 ﬁﬂf oo 3‘5 LAPIDARY JOURNAL 3




BIRECT BELIVERIES
FROM BRAZIL

Air parcels just 4 days to
reach you.

- {}? DLALOND DRESSERS
= €60 B oo DIAOND D:»LE!—
UL Pl
2802 oot BHALICAG QRzSSER
wEaIE wan J: Bnew  §32 8%
5855 7 STONE CLUSTER
ronaieit vnib Jg Broch  §!E 85

Y AT 0IAMOND POWDER ks v .

PUAE KATWRAL URCAADED DtaVOND PRWEER INTAL 7oA {:
FOLTERING, LAPPING, TTC. USE A5 IS 0K GR2DD YOU -8

ity

for the highly skilled cutter
200 cts. pink and green

Spodumene wememnnamnnned 10,00 LESd SIZE AFPRCX. 730 10 VEHY FINE i
200 Cts blue T()paz $ 20 DO NATURAL UNGRADED D1AMOND POVDER 5125 pe- ot
- R . X e 11 s RS DG ity
. 100 cts. fine biue - €SP DIAMOND COMPOUND =
. I FIKEST GRADE  CONFORNS TO USES STabLiHD
: Aguamarines .........$ 2000 e o o e
100 cts. pink and green Tt b i CiE
H Yelies | 3 s
Tourmaline e 40 00 The author has himseif worked into a hole E g.f; ;EE% :BZE E;g
; Airmail and insurance ....$ 5.00 | ™ search of snake agate, 2 g ® 3w
' Order with check for ... $115.00 the relatively large size of some of them, a0t Poraers

this was not a beach of the modern {post
glacial} Harney Lake. The gravel ap-
pears to have been dropped inte its present
place by tremendous water forees operat-
ing thousands, if not millions of years be-
fore the recent geological times,

It is quite possible that this same com-
bination of conditions and materials ex-
isted in other parts of Oregon and the
Great Basin, although the gravel pits at
the Narrows are the only place I know
where these beautiful naturally polished
pebbles are fo be found. But then, who
knows where else these same conditions

No stock list or catalog available,
Minimurn order $25.00 piease. Your check
incleding air parcel post with order.

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

W. MARTIN BLUM & CIA. LTDA

P. 0. Box 1974
Sap Paulo, Brazil
Rua 24 de maio, 276
9th fioor

=2 CARATS OF MATUKAL UNGRADED DIANOND POVDER VT4
EVERY CRDER OVER 52500 REFERENDING THIS ARTICLES

e arg au sudeatiad didsw st corapany dad sat0) 4 e il £
A d procteces, Wi e s oseoreiog Yoo iy dsiaas
Lt anere sund Asiaieg A deelable.

A L A ek e

1 -
: F;. " @E@C‘Ummm may have pr‘?duced something as good, or DON'T YOU KNOW THAT
. ~ - even better? Certainly countless thou-
-erc‘EsF sands of pebbles still Lie buried all along YOU CAN CUT IT
) LEXIBLE . the former beaches in the same area where FASTER AND SMOOTHER
e &geég Sgﬁ?%%g% the diggings have so far unearthed them, WITH A
= Perhaps the most satisfying experience SAW? ;
K of all is that of tracking down these stones HILLOUIST ROCK SAW ™
0 * NO PACKING to their source. After I had spent some
. * NG MIXING time examining the gravel pits and col.
i * NO VULCANIZER lecting specimens, I began hunting for the
: | JUST POLR and BAKE sources of these interesting materials in
i * SELFLUBRICATING the surrounding hills. I was able to locate
{ * EASHER CUTTING the sources of some of the agates, petrified
: ) wood, oolite and flints, Since they can
: 1 QUART COMPOLND 8,
' 1014 MoLus;“ 8.50 all be included in one field trip, I will de-
scribe them in the sequence in which you
1 GALLON Compause 25.50 would encounter them .
¥
: How to Get There
Leave Burns on Highway 78 East, and
; turn south at a well marked intersection
%EES ESLE FRRE%E azbout a mile and a half east of Bu.rns.‘ You Lapidary equipment by Hiliquist is the
N ideal For All PAT. Ne. 3356934 turn onto State Highway 205, which leads finest availabie Our 40 years of experience
: " eal for o 0 Frenchglep, Fields and Denio, A sign sssure you of machines that will satisty the
' Pour Type MOUId Compounds a,t the tu_rn ‘.hre':ts you to the I"ian?eur Na- demands of the most exacting crafisman,
B SIZE: 37 x 2" Avsitable in the following thicknesses, tional W:]dhfe Refuge. The road is paved, Send for our FREE catalog and see why
! $ize | pRICE SIZE  PRICE and mile posts are measured from this in- these machines are preferred by profes
: % 1 ss.00 v $7:50 . ot tersection, not from Buras. . . sionals and hobbyists the world over.
; K G oo S VPP | The arit Tandmr you resch fs 2 bich HILLQUIST
; JEWELER AIDS, 130.40 227¢h St , Jamaica, K.Y, 11413 capped wit}gx . denseglava Aow. and know};; 1545 NW 48th Dept. §  Seattle. WA 88107
! as Wright’s Point. At the top of Wright’s
i Point you can pull off the road and survey

+
.

MARDBON ROCKS
AND LAPIDARY, INC.

MARY GTHERS — SERD FOR LIST — RETAIL BY MAHL
Koss Agale .. 3 ths, % 300

the vast extent of Harney Valley beyond.
All of the collecting points except Saddle
Butte are visible from this vantage point.

Ahead and on your right you will see
a meountain slightly higher than Wright's

QUEENSLAND GEMSTORES

Sefected Queensland Gemstone Rough Material

inciuding (] PAL

Export Price List avgilable.
inquiries welcomed—Wholesole only plesse.

Agatized Rhyolrr.e Prer 3 Ibs. 15.00
Rainforest Rhyolite .3 lbs, 7.50
2 Ibs, 5.50
- 3 Ibs. 2.50
Pata De Gallo ... . 3 ibs, 200

Please Add Postage And !nsurance
Box 442, Mineola, New York 11501

Point, named Dog Mountain, About mid-
way along the base of the highest part of
the mountain, several miles south, vou can
see a ranch house and possibly some evi-

P. O, Bax 125 14 Teneritie Drive
LR aF v FORTITUDE VALLEY, TERERIFFE,
dence of digging. This is the Clyde This- Queensland, Ag;“?—ng'u s :
{Continued on Page 542) bk

Avstralin 4004
: JUNE, 1972 : 541

MAP 0039 &

R. J. HARRIS

General Agent and Exporter




Top Left-—A handful of polished *beach pebbles” in contrast with

:he pumice, which will float on water.

3olid, dense pieces are well worth cutting and polishing.

piece of pumice foam. The handful of stones is heavier than
tumbled limb.

Lower Left—Oolite from Eagle's Nest makes beautiful cabochons.
comparison,

HEW YORK GEM TRIP IN A BAG

Beautiful red garnets in 2ssociation with waste minerals and sand exactly as it was dug from
oseckets in rocks 500 million years old inm the Adirsndack Mis, N.Y. Mot highgraded and un-
touched. You will fine some clear, red garnets of gem quality in every bag. but nobody knows
how many aor what size watil you wash and sort.

Ghe Pound Sealed Bag ..._....... e B0 00 Postpaid & Insured (U.S.A. only)

TUMEBLING GRADE ADIRCNDACK GARNET .
Gemmy deep red small-—medium—large size mixed. Makes beautiful barogues Lowest postpaid
price _anywhere
................. %195 (Minimum Order 4 lbs.) Postpaid & Insured.

One Pound .o o
BLUE FIRE FLASH MOONSTONE

A Scandinavia soda-rich microcline.anorthoclase variety composed of countiess interiocking
moonstone crystals ablaze with blue fire fiashes. One inch thick sfabs. For cabechons. orna-
ments and infay work.

Three Pounds

MINERALS & GEMS

smetmmsms i e 0.95 Postpaid & Insured
Albany, New York 12205

P.0. Box 5351

. Top Right—-A cross cut fram Snake Agate, against a piece of the
natural stone, an oolite cabochon and & pendant of black petrified
Eagle's Nest wood, along with a piece of raw wood and a partially

Lower Right—This Harney County Indian artifact, probably a com-
bination knife and scraper, is shown with a six inch ruler for size

IiNTER |7
e —
3 LO

ISA

DIAMOND

NG A
DERAT-MOGL

YOUR SPECIALIST (CUTTER AND DEALER) FOR ALL
USUAL AND UNUSUAL (RARE AND SENSITIVE} GEMS:

E’EANS W. LGRE%&Z P. O, BOX 2583

658 IDAR-OBERSTEIN 2
UNIVERSAL CUTTERS

The LAPIDARY WORKSHOP, Lid.

Welcomes Drop 1a Trade
New Rockhoungs, Students,
Friends — But puts out
no catalog Come see us.

Julia & Bus Levett
3418 Greenville Ave,, Dagllas, Texas

MAPo0ISD
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A cioser view of the Snake Agate dtggmgs WI‘U"I arig coming out

sell Ranch, and the site of the solid, milky
chaleedony known locally as “snake agate.”

The name xs i corruption of the term‘l

“snake skin,” in which the outer surface
of the stone has 2 pattern: remmlscent of
the scales on 2 snake’s back;

The deposit is on. pnvate property, and_

the owner charges $2.00 per: person to dig,
for six pounds of miaterial; plus a charee
of 40 cents per pound ‘for anyvthing over
six pounds. The digging is fairly easy,
however, and success is assured.

To reach the diggings, follow 205 south
until you are at the south end of Dog
Mountain, just past mile post 16, Turn
right on a posted; gravelled road following
a power line. Afier two miles, take
another right turn (north) at a'posted
dirt road, and g0 another two miles along
the base of the mountain until you reach
the ranch house and the, diggings. The
owpers will show you the most productwe
places to dig

While you are still on Wrwhts Point,
observe where the road d:sappears 1o the
south over a low rapge of hills. At the
base of the hills is” the turn-off to the
Malheur National Wildlife .Refuge, to the
ieft, just before mile post 24, The gravel
pits are on both sides of the road 1o the
east. The pit north. of the‘road is the most
extensive, and seerns to yleld the best pol-
lished stones. = s

Still on Wrwhts Posnt look again at
the distant hill where the road d:sappears
Notice that it ends in an abrupt .clif a
couple miles to the right of thé road. This
cliff s called Eagle’s Nest becanse eagles
have regularly ra:sed a brood-of young
in a nest high on the cliff.;’ At the top of
this cliff, and scattered all the way back on
the hill as far as the highway, are extensive
deposﬁs of colite and petrified ‘wood,

-~ To reach the top of the chiff, turn r:ght

on a dirt road a few hundred "feet ahead:

of the turn to the gravel pits.”Go_about i
mile and & half and follow the road around
the base of the ¢liff and then up a steep,
dusty hill on the back side of it, Before
you reach the cliff, you will pass several
older, abandoned gravel pits which are
excellent digging spots.

On top of Eagle’s Nest you will see

(Cominued on Page 544}
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GEMS MINERAL53 SUPPLIES

MAHUFACTURERS OF QUALITY MACHINES FOR
THE LAPIDARY

And’ “Turﬁble Buffs” the ideal filler
for'your tumbler. Deaiers write for
prices.

Windle's Rock Shop

Rt. 2, South on Hwy, 75

Bartlesvilie, Okla. 74003
Telephone $18-333.2814 -

‘chst o Lep}dary ‘Equipment

WRITE FOR FOUR COLOR
FULL LINE BROCHURE

BISHOP MFEG. CO. INC.
714 RUBERTA AVE,
GLENDALE, CAL. 91201

E—AFE% E—&ZgLE RG@%H {royal blue 'Pmesﬂ

(Afghanistan) medium gem quality, $17 b, 10 lbs. $130. Gem quailty, 527 ib 10 ibs $2
The material is excellent for cutiing, pieces average 141 Ib. (2.6 {b. pieces ava:]abie).. 1008
money back guaranies. Air pesiage and insurance psid.” Send yous order 1o; BEZALEL GEMS CO.‘,
67 /68 Hatton Garden, Londed ECL, England. (Big stock of cut gems, write for price list)

KOHL'S) ROCKS & MINERALS
232 Eubank M.E. Albugquerque, New hiexice 873112
BOTSWANA AGATE—South Africa—Besutiful fortification agste--Hen egg size and down—52 00 ip
FIRE AGATE—Mexico—5§2.00 Ib. No guarantees, very interesting material to work
HIEKDRYITE—Mexico—Gond selid material that takes high polish ...
Send $5.00 and receive 1 Ib, each of the above and we'll pay postage'

See ya at Grand Junction, Coio. June 3 & 4; Gem Village, Bay‘held Cofo July 13 & 16; Omahz Nebr.
Sept. 2 Send for Free Price List,

£1.00 k.

DETLAPA
S MINING
Suite 313 Wilson Bldg, |

Corpus Christi, Texas
78&01—512 8844612' !

selection of faceted. —precians anr.a semiprm:mus gems‘tones of the
=world, in particulsr, we can’ .supp&y Jtlexandnte, Agquamarine, Arme-
thyst Andaiusite, "-BEU! “Chrysoberyl, the Citrines, Emeraids, Mor.
.gamte, Opat:.*tht Quam surte, and the 'rourmalmea

P28 ACETERS: BEGINNING & ADVANCED "

Send 3ic in stamps for facef rough catalog listing dorens of species, varieiies end hues of fecet
roughs — Many rate and unusual roughs as well a5 a wide sele:hon of the finest grades of familiar !

vanehes
Seryr Frost waire sam swost

PHONE LAKE GEORGE, N.Y.
8.-5033 THE MAYARD BLDG.

e T AREA CODE 518 175 CANADA ST,
P : LAKE GEORGE, N.Y.
4 : Deveted Exclusively Te Supplying The Amateur With Professionm! Grode Facefing Rowgh
LS

e e e e Bl S B B S et . sl b, . . P P P i G S P S B, S . i P o i, i i, o s, a0, . . . S S . P . S A

QX 157
LAKE GEORGE. RY. '12845

GORIN'S 4108 N. Piedras St, Ei

I
H A D ) Pasa, Texas 79930 Tel |
@EJB:{{] S15 . 565-2666, Re:
rooms-lounge-Piedras £
NEW GRAB BAG SPECIAL OFFER exit off Freeway. Quan-
tity discounts to Dealers.
For tumbling {$12.00 value) 12 ibs. for $8.00 postpaid. AH mixed Mexi. El Paso’s Complete Rock

can colorful agate for cutting ($12.50 value} 10 ibs. for $10.50 post Shep. ”
paid. Send self-addressed envelope for rock fist.

54:

MAP 00 3%£F



1

'ROUGH
Grystal Clear)

410 Bets v .
7tollcets . i
11 to 14 ¢ts. .. o L
15 to 19 cts. ... UV 1 2 o
TUMBLE POLISHED
FOR “GLUE-ON™ JEWELRY
SIZE &5 -
2 CZ .. -5 400
402 ... ... 800
SIZE G-M 5
b . ORI S - 1 01|
4 oz S . 12.00
ROUGH TUMBLING GRADE
Under 14 ineh oo 38.00 1B

(The ideal size for “glue on” Jewalry)
i; inch and over ..o 312 00 b,

POSTPAID

“SATISFACTION GUARANTEED”

PO, Brx 1221,
Apache Junction, AZ 85220

=2 em;moj
JEW MIZIY ©(0)

-leatiess mini grinding wheels as
ecommended by Quick's Gem-
: Excellent for rapid cutting on
metal, ceramics, wood,
slass. Fits all standard arbors.
Svailable in 15 sizes. 5 diameters
-=14""10 1" and 3 thicknesses—
3/32" 10 3/16". .
One dozen assorted sizes $2.15

COLORFUL
MINERAL

IDENTIFIER
by Anthony C,
Tennison, Ph.D.
Pocket Size Hard
Bound - Full Color

his book gives full identification in the field
¢r common minerals including Physical Proper-
ies, prominent jucations plus a full color plate
4 2 lypical example of each varisty. Photog
zphy of excellent gquality by Werner Lieber

T3-810 $3.50 each
BASKIMN & SONS INC.

‘32 UNION AYE. MIDDLESEX, H. J. 03845

@ R o

Mrs, arnitz B. Sprazue

This sign identifies the turn off to the gravel
pits, {left) and Eagle’s Nest Hill (right).

where great quantities of earth and rock
have been moved by eager rockhounds
digging for the beautiful petrified wood,
particularly small limbs and roots, which
are found herz. Good specimens of oolite
used to be scattered all over the place, but
now you may have to dig for it

The petrified wood is not concentrated

in this one spot, but logs and limbs have -

been found in am area covering many
square miies, For instance, drive for ex-
actly three miles on a dirt road leaving the
base of Eagie’s Nest, directly south, into
the Salt Grass Hills. Here, in soft digging,
you can find chunks of good quality flint
and agate which often appear to be log
and limb casts,

Your best bet in most of this area is
to scout the surface for “float,” and then
try digging wherever you find 1t in ground
that has not previously been dug. You
will note that the original area on top of
Eagle's Nest is under claim by the Stink-
ingwater Rock and Relic Club of Burns.
The club took this precaution to prevent
rock hogs from coming in with power
equipment and other methods that quickly
deplete the area, The club welcomes all
legitimate rockhounds and frusts them to
leave a clean camp, take only what they
can use, and leave some for the next rock
hunter.

You can reach other digging areas on
the hill by following the pavement on up
the hill south of the gravel pits. A jeep
trail leaves the road on the right just past
mile post 25, and another about three
quarters of a mile farther on.

Another petrified wood collecting area,
possibly part of the same formation as

B e —
~AMAA“mmmema

=F CATALOG
it leday

Munmum 2 Ibs, per order
Pasiage must be included ’

V/ORLD WIDE GEMS

135 North Rose, Kalamazoo, Mich. 43006
99-5 5608 $-9-4 XXX

4

SPECIAL FOR MONTH

Kona-Dolomite (pink & black picture
rock)—3$2.50 per b,

Green Moss Agate—$2 00 per 1b.
Petrified Algae—3%2.00 per b,

Tolteca Coconuts (new)—%1.00 per lb. E:
v ool

MAP o0 3BF

mond compound Plastic laps stay round,
retain the diamond, do not “soak up” the
compound. FREE brochure,
Price—with 4 laps 114" wide,
$50.90. Additional laps $2.35
“each. shipping weight 16 Ibs.

BIXIE Star Products

2324%Y: Neorth 146th, Beise, ldahe

STOP and BROWSE WITH DOWSE.

DOWSE'S ROCK & LAPIDARY SHOP
UTAR'S FINEST

QUALITY & QUANTITY MATERIALS.
FIRE AGATE MEX. NEW FIND. $10.00 Lb.

Mex, Coconuts i % ACLb,
Mex. Agates, New red and yellow

maoss, some plumess ... $ .85Llb
Picture Stone (like Biggs) $ 2.00Lb.
Fine Mex, Laces .. ..ccrinras $ .85Lb.
Pigeon Biond Agate, Utah .

1 {0 2 Lb, pieces ................$ 1.00Lh,

Tumbling stones (Roval purple agate,
Mex. lace, Utah pigeon blood)
SLh mixed s $4.00

Tons of material to pick from in our yard, Locail
and Foreign (india, Mexico, Brazil, Aust.). Large
stock of Lapidary Equipment in stock at all
times.

Piease stop and look over our fine Materials.
Ee sure to add Postage, No orders under 3500,

DOWSE’'S ROCK SHOP
754 North 2nd West, Salt Lake City, Utah 84103

L e N TR T, W) G i T -

FOR MSALE

A LAPIDARY COLLECTION
THEY TALK ABOUT ALL OVER
THE WORLD!

RETAIL STORE, SHOP, 3 AC,
MUSEUM, 3 BDRM HOME.

ONLY $130,000 WITH 145 DOWN,
EVERYTHING INCLUDED!

DEL ROGUE REALTY S

603 S.E, 6th Street
Grants Pass, Qregon
503 - 4767040

QTN OISO
G I I DO I D

G I DO NI DN TR

| WAN DAH JADE & CORAL |
FACTORY CO.

TAIWAN JADE & CORAL JEWELRY
CARVINGS & LOOSE STONES
WHOLESALE

Head Offc P. 0. Box 1743 Taipei, Taiwan
Branch Gifc P.0. Box 74213 Los Angeles, CA SBBMJ

\,.

LAPIDARY JOURNAL
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ONLY TWO BELOCKS FROM FREEWATY
THOUSANDS of Cabochon snd Flat siices
THOUSANDS of Crystallized Mineral Specimens
Mowntings - Materials « Supplies - Equipment
HIGHLAND PARK EQUIPMENT on the Fioor
Inguire about our Cabothon instruction Course
sdically different, amazingly easy, no classes
: Your choice of time, ressonably priced, terms.
= Out-of-towners can complete course in 3 days.
» Everything for the Rockhound and Guaranteed

Open every doy 10 fo & except Mon. and Tues.

BEAR'S AGRTE SHOP
= Authorized Fhome 3249172 Crown Mig. Lo,
s Frentom Dealer 3427 Garmsey leme Gemex Co.

* Uitra Vielet  Bakersfield, CA 93308 Myco

= Products

Authorized HIGHLAND PARX MFG, CO DEALER
2., JEWELCRAFT Deuler

(33 years in Lapidary - 26 years Lepidary Instrottion)

L e R L Ly Y Y e Y Y PR}
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BIRECT FROM ISRAEL

Workmanship tops! Rounds or fan-
cies $7.50 per carat, minimum 3
carats; 100 carats or more $5.50
per carat. Send money order or
~ certified check payable to Barclays

Bank, Agron Branch, Jerusalem,
to:

1.G.C.

P. O, Box 1504

Jerusalem, Israel

Afl Shipmenfs Airmoiled Prepuid

\. 7

INDIAN STONES af
INDIA PRICES

A5
Rubies, Sapphires, Emeralds, Star Rubies, Star

Sapphires, Rubies, Sapphires and Emersid
Beads: Alsc Beggar Beads, Bloodstones, Moss
Agate, Carnelian Agate Beads. Lots of 1000
AGATE CABOCHONS eic.

Register on our mailing iist and we will send you
FREE SAMPLE OF AGATE CABOCHONS.

ABRIS ORIENTAL GEM
& ART CORPORATION

565 FIFTH AVENUE
REW YORK, NY, 10617
PHONE 212-986.0720

CABLE ADRISGEM

rw"rvﬁhrvH"FvVﬁﬂrvﬁﬂrvﬂ"rvﬂ"YV\—rvVﬁr‘

{ LAPIDARIA DE
} QUERETARO

} Gold or silver custom made mount-
ings 1o fit your stones.
Rough and polished Mexican and

s e, e o, e, D, B A

Custom cabbing and faceting.
1526 3rd Street, Tijuana, B.C,, Mexico

| VPPN
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An assortment of naturally polished agates,
oolites, flints and petrified wood just as
they vome from the grave!l pits, along with
some Harney County homesiead artifacts,

the Eagle’s Nest deposit, is at Saddle Butte.
Foliow the pavement on south from the
gravel pits to mile post 32, Here you are
exactly opposite Saddle Butte which is on
the left of the road. Some good logs have
been dug on the south flank of the butte.
Follow the pavement 1o a jeep trail leaving
the road to the left a short distance before
you reach mile post 33. A State Highway
gravel pile is opposite the turn Petrified
animal bonpes have been found in the walls
of some gullies at the southern base of the
butte,

In case you don't find anything on
Saddle Butte, drive out on the flat past
the gravel dump and scout for fioat. Some
nice limbs and even fairly chunky pieces
of weathered logs have been found out
here on the fiat under the power line.

Two things to watch for while you are
rock hunting in this area are arrowheads
and rattlesnakes. Both were much more
common in the past than they are now,
but you can still find both if vou are on
the watch, The snakes will stay out of
your way if you make enough noise with
your feet as you walk. They hear the
vibrations in the earth, but pot the sound
waves in the air. So stomp your feet as
you walk, and you will seldom, if ever,
see a rattlesnake. The arrowheads are a
different matter, They are even harder
to find, but at least they stay put while
you search for thern. ©

ELIMINATE LITTER PLEASE

S w2 B K S L I I R A S o R S i A 13K T

" JEWELRY FIKDINGS ALL METALS
© EARWIRES - CHAINS - JEWELS

= WE SPECIALIZE IN BEADS
= AUSTRALIAN OPALS — CORAL”

© & PERSIAK TURQUOISE .. =

© Send For Catalog No.4- L
©OPEN MON, THRU SAT. 126 P

BEAD GAME -

505 No. Fuirfor Ave, Lox Angeles CA 90036 .
AR S P AT S SR ISP I A i AT il o 3K
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SEND FOR THIS
MINERAL AND GEM

HANDBOOK. -

it is a detailed and
informative caiaiog
ef materialts {fzcet-
ing and cab) as well
as mineral speci-
mens and crystals.

MAIL TO: Bex

PARSE MINERAL 2076

CORP, Danbury, Conn. O&E1(

WATCH THISI—

MAKE COASTERS - THLES - TRIVETS

MIX STORES
AND EPOXY

— THER —

LET SET—
SLICE THIH

FOR BRILLIANT—
INSTANT
POLISH-—

Epoxy—520.00 for Two Gal,
Pelythane—S$9.00 Per Gel.
F.O.B. WASHINGTON, b.C.
Sample Kit—1 @1. Epexy and
1 Pf. Polythane $7.50 P.P. US.A,

PSYCH-ART

4725 Linnean Ave., Washing-fnn. p.c.

THE
RCCIPROLAP

Lapping and
Polishing
Machine

i e
Operates autornatically with a minimum of at:
tention for the finest in fiat lapping and polish-
ing. NOT A VIBRATING MACHINE ~— THE LAP
PLATE REYOLVES AND RECIPROCATES SiMUL.
TANEQUSLY, Constructed to Industrial Stand-
ards for both industriel and lapidary work
ALL CAST-IRON AND STEEL.
18", £209.50 — 20", $227.50
(F.C.B. Bakersfield, Colif.}
ROSE ENTERPRISES — Designrers & Mirs.
2217 Annapelis Dr., Bekersfield, Cclif. $3305

b E

Diamond Jubilee
DUBLEE 73 s COLUMBIA PLACE

TULSA, OK_7410%

545 °

- MAP 003806



CADY MOUNTAINS AREA 17
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The meeting Eme,nJhpmc to order by Prasidant
0'Calilaghan in the Music moca af vmwgmy :Pnj School-

at 8:00.p.a. N SRR W m“msﬁ

N

X

The guests were introduced by. Smacmﬁmrwn nrmvae.
man Joe Gooch. There wera 57 members anid .5 guests
presant. S : : ,

DOOR UEMN

s v v g o+ 3 i

Guesta: zpwwpa,o_mmwpm@jmj won an aumuapm: pin do-

nated by Lad¥a nﬂos. e, ¥ [

Terri - Farris worn- & tie-tack of menma mo.“
tigereye donated by Laura Crouw.

Member: Dave Redmond won an assortment of cabs;all

ready for aocnwwnw._ao:mwma by laura Ctrow,
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Hope Thomann won a pin with tumbled stones pid
on 1t donated by Laura-Crow, =
ANNOUNCEMENTS : | | o 2
Field Trip: The field trip.this month'is. to Los Mﬂwme
Gatos for jasper and.there is soms beautiful man- a1
‘zanita root there also. Joe Gocch will lead the nw:mwm

trip and it is on private property., The trip will

be on Sunday, May 21st. H:mwm was . a 3mn mcmkpmapm

at the meeting. e ' -
Rhodonite Trip: Joe Gooch announced that the wnwn
to Fiddletown is the club figld trip for June, ho
~-~-every there has to be a gueranteed minimum of 20
people. There will be a charge of-§2 Por persan- |
which allows you 20 lbs. of wrcao:wwm. Uver wjmn“
‘basic 2071bs.; 'you may collect-for 30¢ per lb, '’

3

Federation Director Urcel Holloway reported w:mw
pre-registration forms for "Fantasy of Gems' must
be 1n June 1st. There.will be bus:transportation
at a nominal fee from the camping araa at the: )
Orange County Farrgrolnds to the Convention Center.
Several 'siida lectures have. been scheduled during
the show. There EHHH Ua 8 noauwmwm‘nwoawms in the
June issue of Gams- m Pinerals magazine, - Ureel has
ao:mwwo: draging tickets for sale at 50¢:ea. or

4 for %1. The first prize 1s a 16 ft. trailer.
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VULUME V, NO. U

FEBRUARY 1969 *Gutgoow ¢,yjuom Jsu qu owoyy 00 3 UpTR
: PAGE 4 nod 4T 9TOR3 »oog oYz uo 0g TTIM sjoTudwed Ag0gug
_ obpoQ *N 238N - 730800 043 40O SIO[[OMQ SNOLOLTOG
\ uosuyor A7 - SBTlY §,303uni wog U3ogsan
500§ JOPUOR — STUINUT[ ¥ $>304 40 00, J0PUOH
CADY MOUNTAINS .

PIngpeag 0TUI3 ~ AIOTTOMIC ULTIOFITH YSTIOUJ t01n3
ROAD CONDITIONS - All types of cars -20J 0ST® TTTM OTGEL 94y3 *NYHYNOW L¥d DL SHNVHL

CAMP AREA - Dty camp no wood or water, bring your own, *s3oqybtaou wtjeq

SUPPLIES - Gas and supplies at Ludlow dNa jnoqe 0IoWw mouxy ‘Du. .m..—,..._o.ﬂ_‘._..&..HB asoyy J0) weaboad oung
ino sjuowbne 03TXO|) Ud X0O0H 3ASUnNG Oyl °Towie] 4o
. ROUTE - Take route 66 to Barstow then 66 towards Ludlow, when . . . : s "

you reoch BEACON watch your milage. 4.6 miles on your icft there JUDPTS0 2 ST qUT Y SSTY »ut 4 erobuy T0U3IRE TLooT

. is & road take this road and 3.7 miles in you will ¢cross a gos Hne road. 2 AQ wOlITIAM H¥00q MOU puRig v st f3sued Oyl ufl oouo
About .5 miles passed the gas line road is the campsite on your Ieft. ) - : ; . .
Materiai - At one tinie a mine operated here but is ciosed now, the ~80dd $,A8I03U0Y FOS0Y3 JO 35dTj $300G Mmau DUT}TOXO N
suggested campsite is a quarry like area. A tremendous amount of TRIBNADS 0ANJCO4 TTTM OTG0e}L ).HE,HDHJ aLg aung Uil
coiorfui Jasp-Agate may be collected in arca in all directions. Just : .

beyond the campsite the road brancites. The nght fork is a sandy wash, i e
u sitort hike up this wash i3 a dark basalt covered hill, this area contains sedhy NI M3IN S LvHm
Golden Lace Jasp-Agate. Agate noduies are found weathering out of :
thé basalt. They are not pientiful and range from pea size to egg
size. There are some noce caicite crystai specimens ana vanety
dogtooth spar in the area. Arcas A, C,and D are aiso verv close.
See map. Qur area 15 Area “B’  Lets pian a pot luck supper

90 42

Saturday night st 5 P.M. _ : m.zi.z._;um.u_h TilLaw Xad NOL M 201 S
i 2wH 03 - L2ELr ¢-boY- ANQH A a, bl ”
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CADY MOUNTAINS
{Southern Section)

The Cady Mountains contain a large
number of good gem collecting areas ang
| have not attempted to map them all
The locations in the southern section are
the most accessible for the average car
and wiil provide many days of good col-
lecting In fact, at {east 3 week should
be spent here if you are seripusly inter-
ested in obtaining good cutting materizf
and minerals. Status: All areas open to

. collecting  Road Conditions: Typical
desert roads throughout the region 0K
for stock cars and trailers. Road condi-
tions wili not be mentioned under each
separate area unless limited to 4-whoagl

drive vehicles. BRoad Log: Detailed
mileages are given on all maps and a
separate log is given only for the sagenite
location Camping Facilities: Sug-
gested camps are designated by symbols
All are dry camps. no water or wood
This also seems to be a perpetually windy
area. $0 be prepared Supplies: Gas at

Ludlow. Biap 1, Arez A, Black Hills

Agsate. What to Coleet:

agate veins have been buldozed Hike

narth to the hiils where plumose chalce- -

dony and jasp-agate occur as float
Area B, Quariry Cove. YWhat to Col-
lect: At one time a mine operated here

a very large scale but it has long been
wile  The suggested campsite is in a
quarrylike area A tremendous amount of
colorful jasp-agate may be collected on
the alluvial fan in all directions. Just be-

Evidently, :
country rock from this locale was used -
in the construction of the freeway The .

yond the campsite. the road branches. -

The right branch heads up a sandy wash.
t is best to hike this shert distance A
dark basalt-coverad hill on your right
contains golden lace jasp-agate. You will
note float as you hike up the hill to the
vein outcrops. Agate nodules will also
be found weathering out of the basalt.
They are not plentiful and range from
pea-size to egy-size There are also some
very nice calcite crystal specimens
variety dogtecth spar. Keep a sharp
lookout for sardonyx It is of good gqual-
ity and color. All | have found has been
float, but there may be veins of it in the
area. You will note collecting areas
designated northwest of the campsite.
Actually. this entire area produces good
material Area C, Agate Canyon and
Jaspor Hill. VWhat to collect: “Jasper
HIll” is no misnomer The hill is fow and
8 bright red color It is literally covered
with brilliant red, vellow. purple green,
and white jasp-agate The suggested

mpsite is also a good collecting locale

.ate Canyon has two fine collecting sites
see man) On the left (NW) you must
hike to the sacond saddie to reach the
large veins of lace-jasper 1t is hard to
give directions for foot traval but ook
for the diggings A great deal of material

has been removed but there is still
plenty left The plume agate and calcite
crystal locations are reached by hiking
up the main wash |t becomes quite
narrow at this point and forms the floor
of a steep canyon Wasatch for a white
limestone outcrop in the wash on the left,
Just be_yond this outcrop a few vards, a
loose talus slope will be found on the
right | would guess it is 2 mile from the
end of the road The crystals and agate
will be found on the mountainside above
the talus slope Take your time and
search carefully The plume agate is fine
cutting material and the crystals are ex-
cellent specimens. Area D, Wide Vai-
ley. What to collect: J ust bafore enter-
ing the valley a low hill will be noted on
the east Interesting ribbon jasper may
be collected here. Continue north and
follow the road left into a wide valigy.
An oid mine dump will be seen to the
west. Some good, clear calcite rthombs
may be collected by hiking over the
hills on both sides of the vailey.
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Cady Copper Mines
What to collect: Copper specimeans
The first mine can he seen from the road.
A trail leads up to the various dumps
The second mine seems to have the best
specimens | became interested in these
mines when shown some beautiful diop-
tase specimens reportedly from this lo-
cality Unfortunately. | have vet to find
any here but perhaps you will Chryse-
colta. malachite. cuprite and bornite,
plus hematite. are to be found Some of
the material will cut and polish
Riap 3

Cady Mountains Sagenite. What to
collect: Area A. Outstanding sagenite
in agate in a rainbow of colors Red yel-
low. and green jasper Banded lace and
picture agate Clear chalcedony. calcite
crystals. and quartz crystals Matenial is
fcund on the slopes of the canyons White
limestone outcrops indicate the coliect-
ing area Since | visited this area. |
have been told of excellent petrified waod
being found here Area B. Green jas-

per. moss agate. and geodes | have found
several very interesting iron-calcite gecdes
here. They are rather nondescript and
easily overfocked They are shaped
like potatoes and a dull iron stain covers
the exteriors When cracked"open they
are found to be filled with calcite and
quartz crystals Status: QOpen to col-
lecting Road Condition: Good. graded
dirt road to turnoff Sandy road the last
114 miles mainly for 4-wheel drive
vehicles though pickups with 4-speed
transmissions can negotiate the road if
driven carefully. Not a trip for inexperi-
enced desert drivers or stock cars Road
Log: From Ludlow. go north on Crucero
Road. At 6 3 miles you will reach Broad-
well Dry Lake; keep left around the lake

" for 65 miles and cross the power line

road - Keep ahead. Just prior to 85
mites from the power line road. you
cross an old railroad bed and will sez a
railroad tie erected beside tracks leading
to the left. Deseart Magazine mapped this
area in 1957 and its group pilaced the
tie as a marker [t was still there on my
recent visit to this area Follow the dim

tracks west for a distance of 11 4 miles.

The road ends near a canyon. Camgp-
ing Facilities: Since this is Jeep country,
your campsite depends on your equip- -
ment. Open desert No water or wood.
Supplies: Gas at Ludlow
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LUDLOW OEBSIDIAN
What to coliect: Here is an easy trip
for obsidian It is not all of cutting qual-
ity but some nice chunks can be found
Size ranges from chips to boulders weigh-
ing several pounds it is found in the
sandy area indicated on the map. Col-
lecting is best from the railroad tracks
south.  Status: Cpen to collecting
Road CondRtions: Paved highway to
location Road Log: Collecting area
begins about one mile east of Ludlow
and continues another half mile east.
Camping Facilities: Not a good camp-
ing area as nc access roads lead off the

" highway Best bet would be to go-north

or west from bLudlow a short distance
. See map “Cady Mountains. Southem
Section.”
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CALICO JASPER

This area is well worth the trip just to see and appreciate the
peauty Mother Nature has bestowed on the hills surrcunding Calico.
While you are partaking of the beautiful scenery, you can collect
some very worthwhile jasper to take home as a momento of your visit
tc this regien of colorful history and landscape. Here we give
directions to an area where the material is easy toc reach and
readily recognized. There is a lot of very good gemstone material
in these hills and a little exploration can uncover many fine pieces.

TYPE OF MATERIZL FOUND Jasp-agate

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL Jasper and agate pleasingly combined in a
rzinbow of colors--red, pink, orange, gold, with yellow predominating.
Attractively patterned; guite suitable for cabbing and tumbling.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock hammer {and camera if you like to photo-
graph natural beauty)

HOW TO CET THERE From Barstow go east on Highway 15. Exit on
Chost Town Rd. offramp. Turn left onto Ghost Town Rd. Immediately
vou will see the richly colored hills from wence Calico gets its
name. Fellow this paved road north. You will pass the entrance

to Calico ghost town at 3.4 miles. This is well worth a visit if
you have time.

Continue on paved road another 1.8 miles from Calico to well main-
tained dirt road on left marked Mule Canyon Rd. Turn here and

fellow Mule Canyon RA. into one of the most breathtaking naturally
colored areas in this part of the country. As you round the curves

of Mule Canyon, you'll be treated to the many purple, green, orange,
vellow, gold and chocolate brown hued Calico Mountains. Also note

the irnteresting rock forma-
ticns clinging to the cliffs,
At 1.6 miles a road marked
"No trailers beyond this
point" and "One Way" takes
off to the left. This is a
short loop drive through some
very scenic areas. This road
re-joins the main road .5
mile up Mule Canyon {(at sign:
o "Do Not Enter"). From this
Q point, continue .4 mile to a
§ A_ road on left going abruptly
G up hillside. Take this road

.1 mile. Tt is rather rocky,
(Zg) but be cautious and take it

SUNT SERE

L O TRV E
ONE bty =
O TAAILERS
CRLICO
CAOST FoWwN

easy and you will reach-a
spot where you can pull off
on left. All around your

car will be the jasp-agate
material. This area may have
been under claim at ope time,
but on our last trip no
restrictions were made on

M’ ”“ 8 | cellecting.
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CAMARILLO SAGENITE

TYPE OF MATERIZL FOUND 1) Sagenite in agate, 2) Chalcedony
roses, 3) Aragonite 1s reportedly found here

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1) Sagenite occurs as singularly long needles or small-needled
clusters of vellow to brown in agate. Good agate which takes an
excellent pclish and is good for Jjewelry.

2) Chalcedony roses. Small, white rosettes of chalcedony.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO CGET THERE Take Ventura Freeway past Thousand Oaks and
Newbury rark. At the bottom of Conejo Grade turn right onto
Park Road and proceed .9 mile to Camarillo Grove Park, You can
camp in the park from November to March. From the park walk up
the private dirt road.

The hills here are guite brushy and there are many long-spined
cactus plants, so wear good protective clothing and heavy boots.
Some good material is found as you walk up the first wide canyon
on the left {north) side of the road. More is found scattered
cn the hill at the head of the canyon. If you prefer to walk
up the dirt road, agate can be found on the hills to the left
of the rocad fcr about 1 mile.

Mo

The sagenite is not too plentiful, but by walking over the hills
and keeping a sharp eye for the mottled reddish agate, you can
find pieces suitable for cutting. The chalcedony roses are spread
over this same general area.
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' . KEY [P
CINCO-FELDSPAR CRYSTALS ~— CONTINUED o <C>

EQUIPMENT NEEDED  Rock pick. & larger pick is handy for break-
ing up some of the hard spots in the talus outcropping.

HOW TO GET THERE From Mojave, take Highway 14 northbound over
a creosote bush and joshua tree Covered alluvial plain. Con-
tinuing 16.6 miles from Mojave is the little town of Cinco
(consisting of a combination cafe and gas station). At .4 mile
north of Cinco, turn left off highway and bear to right onto a
well-maintained dirt road. Follow this good dirt road 2.6 miles
up into the hills.

As you gain altitude, you'll have an excellent view of the vast
Mojave Desert tc the north, south and east. When you reach the
branch in the road, turn richt ang continue on .7 mile. Park

to right on wide, gentle slope. Follow trail over ridge approx-
imately 1/4 mile. Hunt feldspar and quartz crystals on right side
of trail, opposite huge boulders overhanging canyon.
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CINCO-FELDSPAR CRYSTALS

TYPE OF MATERIAL FQUND 1) Feldspar Cyrstals, 2) Tiny Quartz
Cyrstals

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL a.

1) Feldspar Crystals. Well-formed crystals can be dug out of
talus outcroppings. These are mainly Carlsbad twins (two
interlocking feldspar crystals) and they make excellent specimens-.

2)  OQuartz Crystals. Tiny, clear crystals, many of them doubly-
terminated, occur in talus with the feldspar crystals. These are
guite small but show good crystal structure.
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By Mary Francés Strong

Author. Desert Gemn Trails

Photos by Jerry Strong

Parr 4 of 4
SPERRY WASH, CALIFORNIA

In the May, June and September issues of

this year, the author described some prime
petrified wood colleciing areas in Arizona,
Utah, Nevada and parts of California. Also,
for those who are ot familiar with the desert,
sufety precautions were listed in the June

and September issues. If you have not trav-

eled to such areas, reviewing these articles or
referring to the author’s book, Desert Gem
Trails, is advisable.

As the hawk flies, Sperry Wash is just 8
miles east of Southern Death Valley It also
boasts a similar climate and isnot a place to
visit between May and October. Summer

MAP 00684

o
AR K . . P

Wi A

The barren but picturesque Alexander hills
have produced some fine specimens of
petrified wood. Known as Sperry Wash
Wood, palm, cycad and tree fern have been
among the various types colilected here. It
is an immense area to cover, but exploring
and probing should resull in some good
rmaterial.

temperatures can soar to 125° with the
nights cooling to a mere 100 to 105 Octo-
ber, November and December are the most
pleasant months for collecting trips.

The best route to Sperry Wash Wood
Area is via Fuinace Creek Road south out
of Tecopa Formertly, it could be reached
from Highway 127. Howeve:, the Amargosa
River Tiail has been washed out and the
road rerouted over a 2%-mile section of the
old Tonopah and Tidewater Railroad
grade. In many places, this narrow 1ailbed
is 30 feet above the ground and erosion had
made it almost impassable for 4WD in
1976. We weie forced to fill several cuts
before we could getthrough Onee onto this
section of “road,” it is impossible to turn
around, if you should come to an impasse

From T'ecopa, all but 3% miles is paved.

continued on next page
GEMS & MINERALS — 55
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Sperry Wash . . .

continued from page 85

Beyond the Western Talc Mine, a graded
road (once asphalt) leads down a long allu-
vial slope to the entrance of Sperry Wash
Canyon. It is a bit rough but O.K. for tzail-
ers. There is one problem — very little
room for camping Several dirt tracks lead
off to the south, as you come down the
slope, and offer campsites for fzailers, The
road going down the canyon is for those
with 4WD.

The extensive wood deposits in upper

Sperty Wash were discovered in 1957.
56 — OCTOBER 1978

Specimens found indicate this vast, now
extremely arid 1egion was once covered by
a sub-tropical forest of palms, tree feins
and cycads. The petrified wood is beautiful
and comes in sevexal colors including red,
white and black palm fiber; black agatized
roots and Hmb sections; orange palm; plus
pink and tan cycads. Petrified bog, small
limb sections and rootlets are found in
float. Large logs are buried in soft, clay-like
ash. A steel “prod” barishandy for locating
the latter.

A considerable amount of wood has been
collected over the past two decades. Even
g0, a variety of fine specimens can still be
obtained by those willing to hike and dig.

MAP 0069 P

The various deposits are indicated on th
map. Allow ample time for collecting -
several days atleast. Explare the ateas we.
away from the main road. |

The red palm locales on the south are &
“‘shank’s mare” country. Four-wheel driv
vehicles can drive up the wash toward th
northern hills where pink, black and grang
wood is to be found. Every flash floo
changes the wash and in its upper sectio
there are several channels Exploring an
maneuvering your way to the eroded hillsi
necessary. A trail bike or just hiking ar
other alternatives. Considezable effort i
required to obtain good material, but th
rewards make it all worthwhile. 3



Malapozite

Blanchard Rd. olive

A Crehard
Rhodonite

e

LaGrange

Field Trip
June 16
f Moot at Coultervillie:
Interssction Buy. "9 an’ 132
8 a.m.

The material we will collect will be Marcnosite 24 per 1b. at
quarry, Jade $3.00 per day -no limit- for those w-o Jdig. No charse
for those who do not dig, Rhodonite $.50 ner 1b.

deavy tools such 23 bars, sledge hammers, picks, gads, and,
shovels needed. Bring gloves and safety glasses for wour own nro-
tection.

Do not nick un rocks aleng public highways. This is strickly
forbiidden =nd viclators are subject to arrest. All fisld trins a-e
on nrivate rrorerty. Resnect the rights of others. De not go
through fences or trespass.

Heln us keen this area clean. Do not litter.

Store« and restaurants are available in the area but it is ad-
visable to take along some water,

Club Colors: Green and Yellow Don Luker
Field Trir Chairman

MAP 0020 4
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GENERAL DYNAMICS

o . The gem
seemed to be a pink feldspar with green A
- Epidote on a black manganese background. ..
T . z'EﬁLE \\
OLD DALE SITE DRY LAKL,
14,7 mi,___o labandonea) . C\SALT)

———— s,
. TD 29 PALMS :
: TD 29 PAL

BUSH SITE
{ebandonsd )

ORIGINAL
oDALE SITE
{réendemid)

SVIRGINIA [

DALE  syppLy
F o MINE

~ IFON AGE
°NEW MINE
DALE SITE
fabondsnsd)

The Dale Mining District. No attempt was made 1o name or accurately locate all the
mines in the area. The region is a veritable network of tunnels, shafts and impassable
roads with all the inherent dangers. Therefors, ong should faithfully follow the author's
directions to the collecting area. Befere entering any mine sites, the County Recorders
Office should be checked for ownership MNever go onto a private claim or private
property without the owner's permission. Entering an abandoned mine shaft is dan
gerous and has resuited in more than one desath; - B ’ )

ACTIVITY OF THE GENERAL DYNAMICS POMONA REGREATION Ade. y
MEMBER OF THE CALIFORNIA FEDERATION OF MJHERALORG%ngyc:?gﬁB CIATION

MAP 00754
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ROCKHOUNDS
2= FIELD TRIPS.

Soomme b — A }

= e = L b }
DESCRIPTION QOF MATERIAL Clear, solid agate nodules, many display-
ing beautiful banded patterns. If you are lucky, one may turn out
to be iris agate, which shows rainbow hues when cut thin and pol-
ished. This is caused by the spacing and density of the minute
lines in the agate. This material is plentiful, takes a good
polish and makes into fine jewelry pieces.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick
HOW TO GET THERE Take Antelope Valley Freeway east from Solémint
Junctiocn, passing the weird sandstone formations of Vasguez Rocks,
named for the bandit Tiburcio Vasquez who used this natural hiding
Place to good advantage during his exploits in the 1860's. At '
17.8 miles from Sclemint Junction, exit on Crown Valley Road, turn
right. Proceed 1.3 miles to Syracuse Avenue, turn right, and

go .3 mile to Hubbard Road. Turn left onto this dirt road: The
agate is found -in float ‘on the right side of the road for the next
2 miles. Hike on the slopes of these hills to find the agates.

Be sure to stay out of posted areas and don't leave any litter,

as' this is one sure way of causing the locality to be closed to
future collecting.
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ROCKHOUNDS
FIELD TRIPS

CHAPENITE—RED MOSS AGATE
i 4 | -]
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Camp at site indicated on map.
Bring pick, shovel and rock pick
to dig in volcanic ash.

®ausmar

Dry Camp so firewood and water
is needed,
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GAVIOTA BEACH COLLECTING

Whalebone is the principal material found here. Thic best season
“talebone hunting is during the winter after a storm has washed

sand off the beach. However, this area is also good for a

ummer visit to hunt fossils. '

-t
i

U ot bh
£ 0
¢ =

IYPE OF MATERIAL FOUNDI 1} Whalebone, 2) Fossils

rJ

ION OF MATERIAL
Whalebone. The brownish gray exterior is similar to many of

cther rocks found here. You can easily identify it by wetting
surface which enhances the clarity of the bone cell structure.
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Z2) Fossils. The fossils occur in the shale cljffs along the beach.
They are small and usually breken, but guite plentiful, Hold the
slabs of shale on edge and tap aleng the grain lines until a layer
breaks off along the bedding planes. With scme concentrated effort,
vou will be able to find scme good specimens.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rocl pick

HOW TO GET THERE Take Pacific Coast Highway through Santa Barbara
west tc the little stopover of Gaviota Village (Gaviota means %sea
gull" in Spanish). This is where Juan Rodrigues Cabrillo, discoverer
of California, first stepped ashore on October 17, 1542, The cafe

at Gavicta stards on the site of the original store which served

s a stage stop, inn, post office, general store and cafe at the time
the steamers stopped at the wharf with passengers and freight. The
wharf was built in 1875 and served until the railroad was built in
1901, From the cafe, on a clear day one can see San Miguel Island,
said to be the final resting place of Cabrillo. From Gaviota Village
it is .7 mile teo the turnoff to Gaviots Beach State Park. The park
has excellent camping facilities. There is a small admission charge
to the park for daytime use. A slight additicnal charge is made for
overnight camping. From the park, walk along the beach to find the
whalebone. The fossils will be found in the shale cliffs along the
beach.

G AVIOTA FEALH
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ROSAMOND-GEM HIL[, ~ CONTINUED

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick and shovel. Sledge hammer and chisels
for the green opal and blue agate. A crow bar is useful if you
plan to dig for the blue agate.

HOW TO GET THERE Go north on Highway 14 passing through Palmdale:.
and Lancaster. Continue 11 miles to Rosamond/Edwards A.F.B.
exit. Turn left on Rosamond Blvd. and proceed 3.6 miles to turncff

marked by sign to Tropico Gold Mine. Turn right here for .8 mile to:

entrance to Burton's Tropico Gold Mine. This can prove to be

an interesting side trip. Tours are offered of a gold mine which: "
was in operation until 1958, when it was costing nearly $35 per
ounce (the price of gold) to reclaim the gold from the ore. AlLl
the mine and processing equipment is still intact and you can touxr
the mine tunnel, see the "glory hole" and all the machinery used.
to extract the gold from the ore and make it into gold bullion::
bars.

From the Tropico, continue on paved road to top of gentle rise.
When you reach here, continue on a ways keeping alert for a well—
traveled dirt road heading due west (to left). This will be 4.7
miles from Rosamond Blvd. This road is sometimes marked "Gem Hill
Road," and sometimes the signs are down. Follow Gem Hill Road:

.7 mile, turn left and proceed toward hills. Go approximately

.3 mile up the road and park, as the road becomes guite rough-
farther on. Walk up the recad to the green opal vein on right..

The road continues to the top of the hill where you will find ,
the blue agate vein. The agate-nodule-bearing basalt may be found-
all around the top of this hill. The petrified wood occurs in the-
nills fo the east, past the road's end. Jasp-agate is found in
float over the entire area.
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Although this area has been a popular one for many years, & trip
here always yields some material, and when you find a good piece
of agate or wood, it makes the trip doubly worthwhile. ©On one
trip here, a gorgeous amethyst geode was dug up by yours truly
which measured 7" x 5". The amethyst crystals were surrounded by

blue banded agate.

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND 1) petrified Wood, 2) Jasp-Rgate,
3) Green Opal, 1) Blue Agate, 5) Dendritic agate nodules in

basalt

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

"Iy Petrified Wocod. Brownish-gray exterior giving a rather chalky

appearance. White, cream, and brown are the most predominant
colors. Fairly good display of wood grain on broken surfaces.
Digging is required for this material. Good for tumbling and

cabbing.

2) Jasp-agate. Weathered green outside surface. Yellow and
green streamers of jasper running through the agate remind one of
moss agate. Found mostly in float. Excellent for tumbling and

c abs.

3) Green Opal. This material occurs in a vein. Much work has
occurred here and the diggings are now beginning to undermine the
road. The opal takes a good polish and makes up into attractive
cabs and jewelry. Also suitable for tumbling.

4) Blue Agate. Very
nice quality light
blue agate occurring
in vein. Hard dig- A Ly A
ging is reguired to 4)@ GE/ HILL ROAD 7o
recover the material. roJAVE
This agate is quite t
hard and solid, and gz
therefore is excel-
lent for polishing.
ZROPICO ;%
5) Look for the GoLd PUKE_ iﬁ
agate nodules pro- 'GERM& .
truding from the B\E‘ /V
numerous basalt E
boulders (black, §
blocky) . When many 8l
of these nodules are Q) PerasFien woos N
held against a grind- @ TASE AGATL = ROSAMOND
ing wheel and their () GResn oPAL p 3.6 AhN
outer surface removedq @ eve A6aTE TOSAMONG  SLVD.
large, beautiful _
brown dendrites are ﬁf?;ﬁ?:ﬁ””“fj AT N AROSAMNE
exposed. "Ll RLS AP B
RN
7 \/
LANCASTER
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Southern Section — 1971

FIELD TRIP SEMINAR
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Do//ars For Future De/ivery

”_:GEM HILL....near Rosamond, California....120 miles from Pomona

f~Take Antelope Valley Freeway(Route 14) to the Rosamond Edwards Air Fﬁrbe Bacg
. turnoff. ('I‘he freewav ends just beyond Palmdale, but you can get on it agair

in Lancaster by turming left on Ave.,l) Turn left on Rosamond Highway and gc

- .about three miles to the Mojave-Tropico road. Turn rig-t and gzo about five

mlles to Gem Hill Road turn left and go about a mile to open camp area.,

'No fée. Just keep the camp clean and take vour trash home.

~-No fac:.lltles. Primitive desert area., Store about six mlﬂs aray on ?osamond

Highway,:
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GEM VALLEY AREA 15

COLLECT ¥

AMBTDONTE , BERYL .
ToolLS © HARD Rock. SQUIP
SMPLL SCREEN - WATER.

CK. TOR SToCK.CARS ¢
TRAILERS
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ROCKHOUNDS
FIELD TRIPS

AGATE
Indian Artifacts

Dry Camp - Bring Firewood and Water

Go up US 395 through Johannesburg. Turn right
{north) on the Trona Road for 1.3 mile. Then
turn right (east) to camp area. Signs will be
posted.

A trip to Kramer Hills can be made if enough
are interested.

MaPl ©.1004



GREER'S MILKY RANCH (PETRIFIED WOOD)
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/ N\ The Hidden Hills
o J1FE collecting area is
e 11713 aoproxinately 165 miles
- /:l ) ~ .}! w1 "-’?1“\?"."5'. R o b : .\: Lk L
CA MY TRWIiH TOWER from Monrovia via Barstor.
™I LITARY . B See "Desert Gem Trails”,
Page 36, for d&scriplion
g of this area. Materials
. found in the floalt in-
“GE DTN clude agate, jaspagate,
jasper, petrified Vuod
Those
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and palm root.

Gaprox. 5 1. ; :
f(’;ﬁ;% é 5’95 who wish to dig for
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luck in the geode area

“ indicated on the map.
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The lure of a good gravel pit is almost
irresistible to any dedicated rockhound.
fZven roadside gravel can be 2 source of
inieresting and often mystifying stones,

When I first found some highly polished
cgates in roadside gravel near Burns, Ore-
zon, I was sure they were dinosaur gizzard
siones, or gastroliths. These little agates
nad the same high polish as gastroliths
found in Mentana or Wyoming, but they
were much smeller. More searching turned
up varieties of agate, chalcedony, flint,
petrified wood, and oolite, all polished to
the “nth" degiee. Could they have been
from small, bird-sized diposaurs? Curi-
susly emough, 1 found them only in the
sravel of older gravelied roads. This
should have been 2 clue, but it was nearly
'wo vears before I discovered that the
zravel all came from a particular gravel
it zbout thirty miles south of Burns.

When 1 investigated the pit, I found
housands of the shiny stones. Obviously

ot
LT T AT

!

p Left——The Dog Mountain Snake Agate diggings. Thissell’'s
2 was still under construction when this picture was taken.

ft—The road cut on the hill directiy south of the gravel
5 I p5 explasin the polishing action. This is a deposit of fine
mice ash, also containing zeolites, Much of the petrified woed
s bzen found embedded in this formation.
ile on the left of the picture in the distance. Dog Mountain
hkidéen behind the bush. The nearer hill is at the Narrows.

1IGH DESERT BEACH AGATES

By Robest . Gail
Box 162, Burns, QOregon 97720

not even droves of dinosaurs could have
been the cause of zll this. How, I won-
dered, could these stones have received
such a fine polish? As I searched for an
explanation, I spotted a2 coarse, round
rock that looked like a piece of petrified
wood with the bark still on. When I
picked it up, it almost flew out of my
hand, it was so light. It proved to be 2
piece of pumice, or volcapnic foam. The
piece was much lighter than the hand-
ful of pebbles that looked as though they
had just come from z tumbler.

A tumbler? Of course! A natural tum-
bler, a wave-washed beach where the
stones were rtolled and tossed back and
forth in 2 muddy surf with pumice mud,
one of nature’s own grindipg and polish-
ing agents.’

The source of the pumice had to be
nearby, and plentiful, to keep renewing
and replenishing the supply as the wave
action reduced it to fine sediment. A road

cut in the hillside just south of the gravel
pit provided the answer. The cut revealed
2 thick deposit of fine, yellow pumice ash.

So there it was, an ancient baach with
natural polishing agents. It was no wog.
der that nearly every small piece of agate
or petrified wood was polished. Bits of
agate the size of beans or smaller were 25
bright and shiny as though they had just
come from the rock shop.

Now the guestion remained, when, apd

how did this happen to be a beach? A par-
tial answer was available immediately. _
This was a beach of the ancient lzke which -

filled Harney Valiey during the Wisconsin
Glacial Age, It was a contemporary of
Lake Lahontan and Lake Bonneville far.
ther south in Nevada.

The evidence is that those were stormy
and turbulent years. Tremendous flows
of water washed down from the surround-
ing hills, carrying with them the mud and
debris and rocks of the land.

ATl

paE L

scent.
Wright's Point js ¢

0

- =

Top Right—There's plenty of room to hunt in these gravel pits.
Rather than hunt the bottom of the pit for polished pebbles, you
will do best to search along the edges nearer the surface for the
most productive polished pebble areas. If you have an ultraviolet
light, you can hunt at night. Many of the stones here are fluor

Lower Right—-From the diggings on top of Eagle’s Nest you can
see the dry alkali bed of Harney Lake in the distance.
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CAmP: Plaskett Creek Campground on Hwy. 1 ig & ®"Goliden Fagle"”

campground and ai sdditional fee is necessary. larger fee
_ is without the "Eagle®. More space 1s availadle at Kirk
f Creek, about 5 miles north. Motels ars at San Simeon,
i 35 miies south.
§ Equipment: BRegular rock eguipment needed. Steep trail down .
f the ¢liffs. Be very carsful and stay on the trail.
| Safety: Trails were meant to be used. Wateh the waves. They
are sneaky and the serf 1s deep. Extra care must be taken
£o sse that childrsn stay or saflz zround. &Ko beach, just
slippery rocks. Thsz wves come in Tast and unezpectedly.
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JALAMA BEACH TRAVERTINE

The best season to visit this area is durirg the winter when the

storms have uncovered most of the rock. However, summertime is a
good season to hunt for fossils and some of the travertine boulm

ders are exposed the year around.

TYPE OF MATERIZL FQUND 1) Travertine, 2) Fossils, 3) Indian
Arrifacts, 4) Whalebone, 5) Silicated Algea, 6) Marcasite,
7} Petrified Wood

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1) Travertine. Beautifully patterned travertine-onyx. This is
some of the best patterned travertine we have seen from Southern
California. It was originally formed as stalactites which were
later crushed and re-formed as travertine boulders. When it iz
cut, the variations from round to elongated tubes in different
cclorings make striking pieces. The colors are in the krown
tones. Takes good polish and is excellent for cabs, spheres,
bookends, pen bases and tumbling.

2) Fossils. The shale cliffs along the beach immediately north

of the park yield fossils. They are small and usually crushed, but
with some concentrated effort a gcocod specimen can be cbtained. It
iz best to hold the pieces of shale on edge and tap along the side
until a layer splits off along the bedding plane. The lady in the
snack bar has a perfect {ish fossil which she believes came from
the area.

3) Indian Artifacts. The Indians roamed this entire region as
late as 200 years ago. (Interesting exhibits ¢f their culture can
be seen al the Santa Barbara Museum). Many of their priritive
belongings such as wampum beads, bone needles, etc., can ke found
in the campgrocund with some diligent searchking. No digging is
permitted within the state park boundaries, but most of the items
are found lying on the surface.

THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS CAN BE FOUND ALIL ALONG THE BEACH

4) W%whalebone. Gray-brown in color and showing good cell structure.
It looks just like all the other prown rocks and it takes a keen eye
to see it. When the bone is wet, the cellular pattern will be easily
recognized.

5) Silicated Algea. A light tan stone with creamy colored spots;
it resemples a faded corn. Again . when this stone is wet, it is
much easier to identify. Takes good pelisk. Suitable for cabs,
paperweichts and tumbling. |

6. Marcasite. Look for the rocks with the rusty spots and then

chip a corner. On broken surfaces you can see the brassy colored
marcasite. Marcasite is ircn pyrite, and when expcsed to roisture,
it rusts easily which is the reason for the characteristic rusty
appearance., Takes a good polish. Makes attractive cabs for jewelry.

MAP OI140 A
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© JALAYA BEACH COUNIY PARK
Yonroria Rockhounds Ficld Trip for Ssptember 20/21, 1569
(82¢ Page -1 for mep and additional .1?.1f0u'-..auj.0u)

oYER OF BATERIAL FOUID: (1) Travertine, (2) Fossils, (3} Indian Artifacts,
(L) Vhalebonz, (5) S.L?..lﬁ.&f)"!l Kigse, (6) Haraasite, (f) Petrified i{OC‘l

DESCRIFTION OF PATERIAL: :
(1) Traverting: Beautifully patterned {;*‘éve?"i;ina'—c:z:e'x. It was ordginally
fornad 85 sialactites which weré Jater crushed and re-formed as Traveriine
boulders. When 1t is cul, the variations from réund to elongabed tubes in
different colorings make Sul".ﬂxll"b pileces. The colows are inm the broan tones.
Takes good polish and is cfvallcnt for cedbs, spheres, bookends, p2n soands
and turdbling. ‘

(2) Posglls: The shale eliffs ajong the boach imms £

. y.Lc,'ic' “fossiis. They are spell and uswally crus r*c‘;, btub some good epachy
con ba obbained. Tt is best to hold the pidess of shale on edge and .tap
along the side wnbil a layer splits off slonz the badding planc.
(3) Tndian Arvifacts: The Indiang rosmed this eéntire region &s Jats as
years ago. Many oF ftheir primitive belonginzs such &s wrnpun beads, Done
neeliies, ébe., can bz foa,xé in the campground with goms c'ii?l:i.g-’an‘;: segveniy
Yo digsing i& peraitted within the county park boundaries, bub nose of the
items ere found 1ying on the surface.

THE FOLLGIING .ﬁ.’fil-.I'AI, CAW BE FOUND £LOHG THE BEACH

cell sbruciura. X4
08 & keen eye to gee it.
easily raoorq_ﬂ zede

-

somy coloved spobe; it v

A . e i

looks just Tike all the other brom 1o
Vhen the bone is web, ine cellalay p“bb
(5) Siliceted Xlzsg:’ A light tzn stons

(L) \mlc.‘r:ro;sm Goa '-'b_' i#m in color and j'
ﬁ

seibies & feded c,cr*}:. “Again, Wheh this s wet, it 1s much easisr to
identlfy. Takes a good polish and is sul or c&bs, paperieights and
bl ing. ; S POALBH eilE e 0 - :

(6) *farcaﬁv,,: Loo" For the vooks with the rusty spobs and then chip a

COrPET. C"z “brokan gurldces :,rou czn ses the br:,ss:y‘ colored Ir.:‘rcasitm
¥arcasibe is i onn pyTite, aﬂd Fiién éxposed 10 moisture, it rusts easily
vhich is the réason for the rusly appearances. Takes a good polish. Make

atbracvive ;os for jevwelry.
: ('{) Pcfu.*f Vood: ILook for the wood grain end cellivlar structure. 1his
& has been T‘Lad _u* by the sea and will coze in all 3 vardeties.

piit=N bek i

sugh {7) ébove og,cur nidong the rooks piled along the baach and

Lt

11 ha‘v'e to oo very ecarsiv ally to avold overlooking & good ploce.
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FOUR CORNERS DENDRITIC AGATE

The material in this area is plentiful and is very colorful. There

1s much area to be explored for agate and a vein where excellent
dendritic agate can be dug. 2ll the dirt roads are across flat desert
country and are good all the way to the collecting area.

IYPE O MATERIAL FOUND 1) Dendritic Agate, 2) Agatized Palm Fiber
and Wood, 3} Petrified Bog

70 A RED MONTAN
DPLESCRIPTION OF MATERIZL

1) Dendritic Agate. Good dendrities occur- S
ring in red, blue and translucent agate. A ER-
wide selection cf material is availabkle here. '
There is good cutting material and is suit-
able for all aspects of the lapidary art.

MOTAVE

2} Agatized Palm Fiber and Wood. This is
not as plentiful as the agate, but many
nice pieces will ke found. Look for the
pieces which resemble rough tree bark on the
outside. On a break endwise across the grain
of the bark there will be revealed the round
palm fiber eyes. The palm alsoc occurs as
nice broken pieces in which the eyes can be
seen with the lengthwise grain of the fiker
-running in the opposite direction.

N
R
3
R
N

V74
Vs 4

3) Petrified Bog. The bog occurs much the géég
same as the palm except that the eyes and
fibers are intermingled and twisted at a1l
angles as opposed to the straight, neat
arrangement of the agatized palm.

1
g

FTELLEFHONE L/INVES

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock hammer:; sledge ham-

- ) . S L3
mer and chisels if you plan to dig in the
dendritic agate vein.

-

HOW TO GET THERE At Mojave take Highway 58
east for 34 miles to junction with Highway METRLE TRCON
395 at Four Corners. Turn ricght (south) on FTHIS Pols ALALS
Highway 395 and go .2 mile. Turr left onto SET-R, £ SR
well traveled dirt road paralleling high
power lines. Follow this road 2.3 miles.
Here the telephone line and high power line XXy .4
cross. Turn right and follow road 'along X+
telephone lines for 1.3 miles. This will pd X

put you next to telephone pole with metal
tags identifying it 183-2, L/24. Turn AUN T LR
right here onto good dirt tracks for .4 mile T
to rocxy top of gentle rise. The agate is

found infloat on this knoll and in the near-
by vein. The palm and bog will be found in
the same general area.

»
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KRAMER HILLS AREA

2

TURN OFF ROADS 3
ARE -
\ DT | o]

C.F.M.S, FIELD TRIP MANUAL 1973
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»
By Eugene Heflin

Very few semi-precious gemstones catch
e eve with a glowing, sunshiny person-
ality like the straw-colored transparent
“sunstones” of Eastern Oregon. These tab-
ular;- sometimes blocky, stones are of
potash feldspar, have a vitreous luster,
and are formed in veins and volcanic and
plutonic rocks, especially in rhyolitic por-
phyry ground-masses. Of orthoclase va-
riety, they have a hardness of 6, a specific

gravity of 26, and are monoclinic and- -

prismatic. _

If the wife and I hadn’t stopped at the
post office-restaurant in Brothers on U.S.
20 highway enroute to the area south of
Riley, Oregon, to do some arrowhead
hunting, we wouldn't have seen those,
beautiful sunstones . . . and I wouldn't be
writing about them. = =~ -~ = -

As it was, while sipping my cofiee and
listening to my wife and. the proprietress
discuss rocks, my attention was drawn to

a box of yellowish crystals just back of -

the counter on a shelf My curiosity got
the best of me, so I managed to get the
sood woman’s attention and pointed to
the box of crystals “Pardon the inter-
ruption, but do you mind if I have a close
jook at those crystals in that box behind
the counter?
like them befere” - o

The woman laughed and handed
the box “Sure, have a look. Youwre mot.

e first one to ask about them. Theyre

~nown to the gem industry and reck col-

lectors as ‘sunstones.” But if you want to.

see the finished product look at the set in
my ring. She -held .out her hand so 1
could see.
facets shot out glowing shafts of Jight:
“Reautiful! Just beautifull” the wife
exclaimed. T : i

“Really an eyc-catchéi‘,” I admitted, as -

1 first looked at the faceted stone set in
the 1ing, then at the unfinished stones.
“Never saw anything quite like them. Do
you mind telling me where these crystals
came from, and if they are for sale?”

“No, 1 don’t mind. The crystals were
given to me by a friend in Lakeview, so
naturally I won't sell them, not that X
haven't had plenty of offers,” she told us,
with a smile. “I had one of the stones
faceted, polished and mounted in the ring
I am wearing. Faceted sunstones can be

ounted in brooches, necklaces, tie pins,
ear-rings, bola ties—just about anything.
This friend of mine collected the stones in
the vicinity of the Rabbit Hills north of
Plush in the Warner Valley.” -

We were astonished, for although we
had heard of sunstones I must confess we
had never given them much thought until
then. et T '

“yvou aren’t kiddin’, are you? Why
we've hunted that area nearly every year

¢ arrowheads, but never once thought
1o look for sunstones, Probably walked
over hundreds.”

“You possibly did, mister,” she said.
“Believe me, the stones are there. You
just have to get out and prowl for them,
just like you do arrowheads ”

I suddenly slapped the wife on the back

Never saw_anything quite

me

When she turned her hand the

The Rabbit Hills are a dry and desolate looking ar

literally by the millions, over a large area.

ea, buf there are sunstones there -

“Drink up, gall We're headin’ for the
hills, Rabbit Hills, that is!”

“If you're back this way, stop in and
let me see some of the loot,” the pro-
prietress told me when I paid her for the
coffee and turned to leave, “Haven't given
anyone a bum steer yet!”

There are several routes a persom can
take in order to reach the Rabbit Hills,
depending on what part of the state of
Oregon youTe in Out-of-state visitors
from the east can reach the Rabbit Hills
by going west on US 20 irom QOntario
to Riley, then turning south until the road
to Plush is reached on the high plateau
just before dropping down into the valley
at the north end of Lake Abert. This
road, wide, smooth and gravelled, but
terribly dusty, takes off to the southeast
for about 10 miles, passes intrusive rock
outcrops and lava rims, then begins a
gradual drop until it reaches Rabbit
Creek, where it angles off to the south-
east. The Rabbit Hills are passed on the
right about three miles from the junction
road to Plush and the Antelope Refuge.

Once the junction is reached one may
be overcome by many temptations, for
about six miles southeast of the junction,
rising some 3,000 feet above the north
end of the Warner Valley and a string of

so hard she almost spilled her coffee. %es is the ruggedly beautiful Hart
: ad Ao ree 2 '

”

Mountain escarpment. The  lakes are
teeming with waterfow], and arrowheads
and gemstones are found around their
shores when the water is low. On top of
the escarpment are Indian caves, opals,
arrowheads, and antelope. And if it's
Plush to the south, which doesn’t have a
population of over 20, dont expect any-
thing fancy there, for it is only a com-
bined- grocery store, beer joint, and post
office. - There are a few weatherbeaten
shacks and a church—nothing more. And
no motel, -

Good advice, if one is low on water
and gas, 1s drive down to Plush and get
both. Then if you decide to take off for
the sunstone atrez as we did, follow the
dirt road that turns north at the Plush-
Antelope Refuge junction and drive for
about sever miles. Unless it has bheen
knocked down recenily there will be a
sign which reads “Sunstones” and points
to the northwest, By following the road
;ou will 1each the sunstone area which
extends for several miles just north and.
west of the hills and the Rabbit Creell.
dam.

Another route to take to the Plush-
Rabbit Hill area is the paved 6A highway
that comes from the east and joins 393
shout five miles north of Lakeview, It
passes the Warner Ski area and on through




the ruggéc.lr Warner Canyon. and Deep
‘Creek Falls until the stockman’s outpost
of Adel is reached.

Turn north on the Plush road 1t goes
by Charles Crump’s ranch on the left at
the base of the gigantic Warner Rim
Scarp. Three and eighi-tenths miles up

e Toad to the left is the Crump Geyser,
which made the headlines in July of 1959,
when it suddenly spouted to a height of
200 feet. Its action inactivated a hot
spring about 100 yards to the east that
Crump’s father once used for scalding
hogs, and a natural geyser 100 feet to the
north. Vandals, over-a-period-of.lime, in-
activated the Crump Geyser by filling it
with rocks. Later the oid geyser to the
north became active again. -

To keep people from getting burned
and to put a, stop to vandalism Crump
fenced in the geysers and posted signs
However, some people do not heed signs.
On September 6 of this year thiee people
were burned by the north geyser when
they ignored the signs and got too close.
They were hospitalized in Lakeview. -

Once in the sunsfone area it is not very
difficult to locate them, providing one pays
attention to the sun. We started finding
sunstones just a few feet north of the
northeast spur or dike of the Rabbit Hills.
They were scattered loose among the vol-
canic sand, and we spotted them by catch-
ing the sun reflecting off their surface,
which made them glow like fire. Best time
for collecting is morning or afternoon.
Do not try it during midday. The stones
just appear to vanish, In this particular
area the sunstones are sandblasted and

mooth, and some of their yellowish cast

as inclusions of pink, possibly from the
presence of hematite and goethite. A mile
or so west of the Rabbit Creek dam the
crystals are larger but rough. -

No doubt the feldspar crystals had been
freed from decomposing {weathered near
the surface), rhyolitic porphyry ground-
masses that over the millions of years
were gradually extiuded, broken up and
ground down by freezes, rain, and wind.
It is also possible that the crystals formed
in the extrusive rocks forming the Rabbit
Hills may have been freed also by weath-

ering and erosion and carried with a-

transport mantle onto the flats below.

At any rate the sumstones are there,
millions of them Those who don't want
to depend on the sun fo spot the sunstones
could build a small handscreen with a 14
inch mesh and sift for them Just dont
go poking around the 1ocks on and near

Rabbit Creek —there are rattlesnakes
there
l Beautiful

- MONTILLA AGATES

BLACK and WHITE with DENDRITES and
MOSS. A new British Columbia find 95%
fracture free 1V2 to 4 inches, {

$4.00 per 1b. 40z per sq. in.

Also GOLD NUGGETS from Vs in. to V2
cunce, 15¢ per grain.

THOMPSON VALLEY ROCK SHOP

263 Tronguille Rd.,, North Kamloops, B.C
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MAP OF THE RABBIT HILLS SUNSTONE AREA

MAP BY EUGENE HEFLIN

STOP BREAKING diamond drills
THE NEW

PRONTO DRILL PRESS

brings *o you these fine precision engineered

and designed features:

}} Dreme! Universal stand 12)4" high

2} Jacobs key chuck

3) 1/154h ball bearing, 5000 R.P.M. motor

4} b speed rheostat

5} Table feed, depth locking device

6] Rotating drill head, left and right for carv-
ing, buffing, polishing
COMPLETE AT LOW $48.75 F.O.B.

Cal, residents 4%
Free litersture. Dealers Quotes

Manufactured by

FRANCES PAUL CRAFETS

3032 La Madera Ave, Ef Monte, Cal, 91732

FINE MINERALS CRYSTAL & GEM ROUGH  FOSSILS

See our display ot shows — Visif us in San Diego {please phone first}.

SEND FOR OUR NEW MAIL ORDER LISTING
PLUMMER'S MINERALS

0 FOIL LOMA AYENUE (net Boulevard}
area -& DIEGO 7, CALIFORNIA
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The sunstones are a Feldspar (Bytownite) and most of them are clear faceting.
material only slightly yellow but if you are lucky you may find a few true sun-
stones that show the chatoyancy like a true moonstone only in a golden red color
and those are the ones you hope for. The area is open sage brush country and
you walk against the sun and see the pieces glittering. It is a long way to
the nearest town so it is advisable to go in with more than one car; let some
one know where you are going and when you plan on coming back. The roads are
gravel but in good condition and a car should make it without any difficulty.

P e o™it

NOTICE TO POW WON MEMBERS

If you have any newspaper ¢lippings,
pictures or stories pertaining to any of
cur Rockhound activities that would be of
interest to others, send them in to our
Club Historian, Mrs., Francis Atwood,

514 Violet Meadow, Tacoma, Washington,
98444, so we can keep a complete record of
the interesting things we do throughout
the year.

| CAroLINA MOTEL
| % APARTMENT

050 EAST ZIRD STREET
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W 25 UNITS '
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LAST CHANCE CANYON

t Chance Canycn is, first of all a gorgeous geolecgical area with
chocolate, yellow, pink and red hills; and, second a fantastic gem

ality with hunting areas too numerous to mention in this book.

re a
t

i

+

il

O o p

re untold hours of enjoyable exploration in Last Chance Canyon
hose who like to "see what they can find." The locality featured
here was chosed becazuse the material is very plentiful and of good
gquality. It is possible to reach the palm root in a passenger car,
however a 4-wheel drive vehicle would be desirable.

e Bl

0

HOAn

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND Petrified Palm Root

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

Mostly dark brown agate ccntaining some blue agate sections. Look
closely and you can see the palm root fibers and eyes as contrasting,
light colored agate in the brown. Some pieces contain much more

of the palm than others. This is a very good grade agate and it
takes an excellent pclish. Best suited for Jjewelry.

EQUIPMENT .NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO GET THERE The route from Highway 14 is described here as
1t Is the €asSiett to traverse. At 13.8 miles north of Mojave on
left is abandoned buildings of Hart's Place. Directly opposite
Hart's Place a good dirt .road heads east off Hwy 14 across a cattle
suard and out across open flat lands. Take this road approximately
5 miles and you will pass a fairly good sized mining operation on

7o LONE SINE the right. Stay on main road
P which now drops down and follows

Cué% washbed to junction with Last
E;:% Chance Canyon RdA. which is 6.8
(3§Q miles from turnoff at Hwy 14.
%éyﬂ From here you will view the
‘(HQ spectacular pink hues in the
§§§ hills bordering the washbed.

-

In the bluffs along the rocad
you will notice many old gold
prospect holes of yesteryear.
Continue down washbed 3 miles
{watch for sandy spots) to main
crossroad. {To the left is site
of Cudahy Camp, once a thriving
gold camp.) Turn right .2 mile,
then right again around base of
hill and bear left .5 mile
toward columnar hills. This
last .5 mile is sometimes rough
from winter storms and may
reguire 4-wheel drive. Park on
level area and hike across the
narrow wash to slope of hill.
The petrified palm is in float
all over slope.
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LONELY BUTTE PETRIFIED REED

o~

I'YPE OF MATERIAL FPCUND 1) Petrified Reed, 2} Petrified Palm
iber

k-rj I q

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1} Petrified Reed. This material occurs as float in all shades
of brown. You will be able to recognize it by the reed pattern
which shows good cellular structure. Most of this reed is too
porcus for cutting. Good cutting pieces can be foundg, tnougu,
by selecting the darker brown chunks of solid agaue showing
fewer reeds than the porcus variety, This reed is found around
the westerly side of the butte as well as on the top.

|

2} Petrified Palm Fiber. This is a good grade palm fiber which
occurs as grayish-brecwn to dark brown pieces. When viewed “locely
the fiber eyes can be ea51ly recognized on a break across the
fiber grains. To reach this material, walk up the dirt tracks to
the end of the road and then go east along the side of the butte.
Although the palm fiber is not as plentiful as the reed, it is
well worth hunting for, as it cuts into beautiful cabochors.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO GET THERE Highway 58 from Mojave cuts across vast, level
desert floor interrupted ¢nly by the Joshua trees and solltary
buttes projecting skyward. At 8 miles east of Mo- ;ave, turn right
onto a well-traveled dirt rcad. The hlchway was once located to
the south and you will soon cross what is left of the macadam.
Continue to the railroad tracks (1.5 miles), cross the tracks

and take right hand road. Continue for .9 mile. Here a2 road
branches right to a spot suitable for camping. Follow main road
.> mile, The road to the left goes a short distance *o the foot
of Lonely Butte. You can find some root and fiber here. However
it is best to stay on the main road for another .5 mile and then
turn left onto dirt tracks (toward butte). Take it slow and eas Y
going up dirt tracks about .3 mile. Then walk east across small,
dry washes. You should be seeinc pieces of reed all around. At
the end of the dirt tracks is the palm fiber.
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LUCERNE VALLEY "BUGEYE" RHYOLITE

TYPE OF MATERIAL FUUND Rhyolite-Porphyry (Bugeve Rhyolite)

ESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

Uceurs as black, gray, yvellow, cream, red and white porphyritic
rhyolite. The freckled appearance has caused this material to
be called "bugeye” rhyolite. It lies in float and ranges in
gize.from small to good sized chunks., It is guite plentiful,

sc be selective znd take only good quality pieces. Makes excel-
ient bookends, spheres and cebochons.

EQUIPMEKRT NEEDED Rock pick.

HOW _TO GFT THERE ¥*rom Vietorville take Highway 18 to Lucerne
Valiley. Keep right and proceed 5 miles on 013 Woman Springs Road
(Highway 2i,7). Turn lefi onto Camp Rock Road and go 3.9 miles,
then bear right end continue on graded Camp Rock Road another 9.1
miles. At this point, turn left onto fair dirt road and go about
& mile. The rhyolite is found in float over this aluvial fan up
to the base of the mountain. It might be interesting to note
that at the end of the road is the Grand View Gold Mine, which
has been inactive since 193L. Pree gold occurred in the silici-
fied rhyolite. With a little luck, you may find a nice specimen
¢l gold by breaking the rhyolite lying on the mine dump and keep-
ing a sharp eye out for the free gold. It has been found!
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«and among the loveliest is—-

' Mt. Breckenridge Rose Quartz

Deposits of quartz and quarlzite are
not rare, nor of themsclves ave they
parlicularly valuable in dollars and
cenls. However, a well formed crystal
of quartz, delicately shaded with pink
or rose is a thing of beauiy. Well up
on the western slope of Mt Brecken-
ridge, where it overlooks the south end
of the San Joaquin Valley of south-
centrat California, 1s such a deposit,

Tt first came to our atteniton when
friends, the Ottens, gave us some of the
material. They told us it came from a
mine a few miles below their cabin on
Mt, Breckenridge. Naturally we wanted
to know mare about the deposit. They
gave us directions and, a couple of davys
laler, called to ask if we would care Lo
make a trip to the mine and then on up
to their cabin for the weekend. We
would!

We met m downiown Bakersheld the
following Saturday morning and headed
east on State Highway 178 (Nile Strect)
10 the outskirts of town. Just before
we reached the radio transmtter, we
turned right onto Morning Drive —
this is the last sirect before the wide
open spaces. We then kept a sharp look-
oui for the DBreckentidge Mountain
sign, as they had directed, ahout six
blocks distant. We spotted the sign and

e mieage points
= caftle guard

maoring
driva
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By Jan S. Paul

Bakersfield, Colifornia

made a teft turn. Our fnends had work
lo do at their cabin so from here on
they left us on our own. Once on this
road there 1sn’t any place to go but
up the west slope of Breckenridge.

The road was so-so bui casily negoti-
aled. Tt 1s open all year because of the
iclevision transmitter for station KERO
at the top. It 18 advertised as the high-
est such location in the west. From the
poini where we left Morning Drive, 1t
was approximalely 29 miles io the mine
turnoff.

First the road ran through citrus
orchards and down a majesiic avenue
of palm trees. Next we rolied over a
catile guard and into the peaceful graz-
ing lands of the foothills. This land 18
part of the vast holding of the Kern
County Land Company and while they
guaranice passage across if, they do not
guaranice immunily lo those foolish
enough to leave the marked road, so
don’t explore here. ]

Soon we were twisting and elimbing
up to the beginming of the timber. Our
friends had iold us not to hurry as
was 2 good pull and we couldn’t make
any real time anyway. We thought we
were laking it easy bul just the same
our radiator staried to boill. We had to
find a fairly level place and stop. 1
wonder whether lemonade really is
harmiul to rodiators?

On our way again after lemonade
reireshmenis — both for uvs and the
radiator ~— we bLegam to see signs of
tife. In among the trees were quite a
number of cabins scattered through the
arca. The road was narrow in spots and
there were some sharp blind tarns. Un-
less a person 1s compleiely oblivious to
the feel of the car the road is pecfectly
safe.

We had passed over another cattle
guard so when we came to the third one
we started walching our mileage and

i ——

1L WAUL O LEHAs fdu ol ls o tna
at approximately 28 miles there should
be a rack gong off o the right with
a sign wilh the nane of the mine
company. Our speedometer registered
alimost 29 miles but there it was! We
turned right and climbed a rise, passing
between two trees close to either side of
the road (a ught spot for a truck) and
came out ai the nune, Tt is aboul a
quarter-mile from the main road.

At one hime the mine was under claim
but has smce been turned back to the
government, It lies m the Sequoia Na-
tional Forest and unless re-leased at
some future dale the area i1s open lo
collecting,

Surface material is weathered, so be
prepared to do a little digging., A ham-
mer and pick are musts and we found
a little trenching shovel helpiul, oo,

Just one word - don’t pick up more
than yen can handle. The only way
out 1s the way you came. Remember
it 18 downhill and you certainly don’t
need a Jot of extra weight in back
pushing,

We found the material quite beautiful

Jan Poul 1s holding two samples of the rase
quartz from Mt. Breckenridge. The outcrop
in the background s rose quartz.

and it required only a short time lo
callect a good selection,

DeBeers Mines Synthesizes
Industrial Diamonds

DeBeers Censolidated Mines, Ltd., an-
nounced at Johannesburg, South Africa,
that it had developed man-made indus-
trial diamonds, and that applicalions for
palents had been filed m  countries
throughout the world. . F. Oppen-
heimer, chairman of the board, ad-
mitted that it would be technically and
economically possible to make them for
commercia) uvze, but added that the de-
cision to do so was stifl pending. He
did assert that the company had no
plans to make gem diamonds.

The industrial diamends produced m
the DeBeers luboratery consist of a fine
gt swtable for use n resmoid honded
grinding wheels. A represeniative of
the company said thai synthetic dia-
monds were not yet adaptable o melal
bonded grinding wheels.

This news appeared in Wall Street
Journal, November 18, 1959. Within
two days, General Flectric made public
through the same medium that it had

ORX /13 A |

made industrial diamonds that can e
used 1 meial bonded wheels, although
the new stones are not yet on the markel,
GE deseribes the tiny diamonds as us-
ually being single erystals i “blocky”
shape, many of them having regular
crystal faces, Colors range from light
green to dark gray.

It has been estimated that General
Electrie produced about 750,000 caruls
of diamond m 1958, or approximalely
10% of the American industrial dia-
mond market, according to Lhe financial
newspaper. The manufacturer claims it
can produce ns mueh as 3.5 willion
carats o year if the demand warrants,
Price per caral dropped from $5.21
1957 to $2.74. in 1959, “

General Electric reports that o sub-
jects ordinary graphite 1o pressures of
from 800,000 to 1.8 million pounds per
square wmch at temperatures ranging
from 2,200 to 4,400 degrees 1o transfora
it inte diamond. The presence of a
molten metal ealalyst is vatal to acceler-
ate the chemical reaction,

JANUARY 1960— REMS 8 MINERALS—27
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c/?oc.égoumz & go[a/ Panners g_uL'Js MY /,
OROVILLE AREA

Courtesy - QOroville Area Chamber of Commerce, Orcuille Inn

Gold and various types of stones are found in the Oroville Area almost daily, ¥%e do not
mean to imply,however, that you can go prospecting on any given weekeend and discover a
diamond mine, find & sack-full of jade, or pan an ounce of gold - possible,but not very
Probable. Semi-precious stones and gold are still pretty much “®here ya find em*. This
leaflet, therefore, is not to be taken 2s & guarantee of successful prospecting, but as
4 guide fo where other Rock Hounds have found stones of the varieties listed.

The gold panner can prospect almost anywhere along the Feather River and find color. We
have talked to prospectors within the past few weeks who heve shown us some good sized
nuggets as well! as tubes of flakes. One location that seems to constantly produce coleor
in the pan is the Feather River immediately above the Upper Thermalito Bridge. Kany of
the nearby streams and dry lakes are also géod prospects.
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Vacationists and week-end prospectors usually do not have the time to check the p!at maps
in the county assessors office or the patented mining claims in the county recorderas of-
fice. For this reason it is sometimes diffieult for them fo distinguish betwaen Federal,
Ststs, and private properfy. The safest procedure, therefore, is to obtain permiséion from
the nearest residents to the property they wish to prospect. If the nearest rezident does
net own the property he probably knows who does, or can tall you il the area in question

is open to prospecting or not.

The amateur prospector will be primarily interested in transported stream placers., These
placers have been very productive and &re often found in or near crevices in the bedrock.
For this type of panning it is sdvisable to work the bedrock to a shallow depth. Another
method Is te work the crevices near to or just under the water line. First, fan away the
silt on top, then remove the material in the crevice with & longshandled spoon or & small
pointed shovel!., Put this material in your pan and have &t it.

The gold pan is usvally a shallow pan 15 to 18 inches in diameter at the top and 2 to 2%
inches in depth. The sides have & slope of about 30° It ic made of a heavy guage steel 2
or 3 peounds in weight. The other basic tools for a placer miner are few: 4 long handled ,
round-pointed shovel, a prospecting pick, and a hsnd magnifying glass for inspecting sm-
2ll gold particles.

The object of panning is to concentrate heavier materials by washing away the lighter. To
do this most efficiently, all material should be of as even a size as possible.The panis
filled 2bout three-guarters full of material to be washed, then submerged in water. First
pick out the large gravel by hand, then break up the clay. Now raise the pan to the edge
of the water, inclining it slightly away from you, then move it with a circular motion
combined with a slight jerk»?his stirs up the mud and light sand allowing it to floatoff.
This is continved until only the heavier materials, such as the gold, black sand,and oth-
er suvbstances having & high specific gravity remain. The larger particles of gold may be
extracted by hand, the smaller eamalgsmeted with quicksilver, preferably in a copper- bot-
tomed psn. If the separation is difficult and the gquality and quantity justify,the concernr
trates may be shipped to e smelter. Panning may best be learned by watching an old-timer
or experienced operator at work, learning certain tricks of the trade from him.References
" State of California E;neral Informatzon Sarvice.) Nor that you know hov to do it - go to

it - and goed hunt:ng- WA LR
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A = The bat'en is cone-shnped and performs the same
Enm:nm es & pan. It mey be made ‘of wood or sheet

e

: ; AR : ‘metal; = wood chopping bow! may serve a5 an excellent -
T T~ substitote, Most bateas ere from 15 to 24 inches ia
——= [ ' ' . .dizmeter 2nd bave an mogle of 150° o 155° at the

;wm ) . apex. Many persons claim that wood will bold fine gold

better than metal. The batez is in common usc in
Mexico, Central and South America, and Asia.

GEMS AND MINERALS IN THE OROVILLE AREA
EXPLARKATORY INFORMATION OF CORRESPONXDING NUKBERED AREAS ON KAP
€® TABLE EOUNTAIN AREA - Table Bountain Agate in valleys and niches, takes high polish
Wood agate (Not precious). )
&3 PENTZ AND CHEROKEE AREA + Green quartz, Red jasper, agate, Quartz crystals, Diamonds.
£3 NELSON BAR AREA - Idocrase, Jasper.
€3 YANKEE HILL AREA - Diamonds, Gold.
&3 SAWMILL PEAR AREA - Quartz crystals, Limeanite to pyrite. Unusual cubes to 1% inch.
€3 PULGA AREA - Idocrese (California Jade).
EATOBIN AREA - Graphiec granite, Smokey qQuartz crystals, Muscovite mica.
E3NORTH SAN JUAN AREA - Wood replaced by iron pyrites.
€32 FORBESTOWN AREA - Fose gquartz.
s (D FEATHER FALLS-CASCADE AREA - Quart: crystals with Chlorite inclusiens. .
EDNEADOW VALLEY AREA - (Spanjsh Peaks) - Violet blue corundum crystals in FPlumasite,
Jasper, Roze quartz, Chrysoprase, Rhodonifte.

Further informstion on gems and minerals in the CGrovilfe Area may be obtajined by writing
the Feather River Gem & MNineral Society, P.0O. Box 1508, Oroville, California. This club
meets on the 2nd and 4th Fridays of cach month. Vigitors are cordially invited.

MAP 5230 B
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TOURMALIRE : KUNZITE LEPIDOLITE

We will campat Iive Oak County Park
(Number 1 on the Map)

Bring Firewood. This is & wel camp
with good facilities.

We will meet at the PALA MISSION

at 9:30 AM on both Saturday and
Sunday, A fee of $.50 per rockhound
will be collected. The climb up

the mountain is steep, A sieve or
screen will be handy,

o o

TO ESCONDIDO
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PALOS VERDES GLAUCOPHANE

A trip to the beach is always fun and this one is ideal for
summer when other places are too warm. You can find the material
here the year zround.

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND 1) Glaucophane, 2) Barite,

3) Diastomacecus Earth, U) Various cther materials

DESCEIPTION OF MATERIAL
1) Glazucophane. Semitranslucent materizl oceurring most

credeominately in multicolored green hues. Black, white and
rarer wine red pieces alsc occur. EastJ recognized by its
semifransiucency and varigated patter Suitable for tumbling,
cabbing, bookends, spheres, etc '

2) Barite. There are 2 types cf barite cceurring here. The
first < » which is found midway along the trail to the bottom,
is white To orange ftranslucent cyrstals forming rosettes up to
1/2"% in Gismeter. The second type of barite, found at the bot-
tom of ciiffs, ocecurs as sandy colcred individusl crystals
forming & thin crust on the rocks Small chisels and patience

gre reguired Lo remove these specimens. =

3) Diatomzcecus earth. For the aspiring carver, this is a
wonderliul materizl to start with, zs it is soft enough to be
carved with a knife, and yet it can be rubbed with linseed oil
to enhance the color and lend z certain-azmount of luster.
Easily recognized by its obvious weightlessness. I% is gray
£o brown in color. Pound along the trail toc the beach.

L) Other materials. There are interesting specimen materials
scattersea in the falien rock alonz the banks to the left of the
trail leazding to the beach. With careful searching one may find
gypsum veins (silky, white parallel growing crystals), tiny,
perfect calcite cubes, and perhaps other specimens. Crossite
(which appears as black "needle" inclusions in the glaucophane)
is occa51onally found.

EQUIPMENT. NEEDED Rock piék, chisels, sledge hammer (if you wish
to break the boulders of glaucophane), paver to wrap crystals.

HOW TO GET THERE Teke San Diego Freeway southbound and exit at
the Hawthorne Blvd. offramp. Turn right on Hawthorne Blvd. and
go 5.5 miles to Pacific Coast Highway. Turn right and continue
2.1 miles to Palos Verdes Blvd., turn left and proceed 1.5 miles
to stop sign at main intersection of Malaga Cove Plaza. Turn
right onto Via Almar and continue .4 mile, then rignht acain onto
Via Arroyc for .1 mile, then left ontc Paseo Del Mar. Head up
hiil .6 mile to pvarking area onsxright. From here there is a

MpP ©2%08




LTV LT T soVEITYT IITIT T
RO S R C\,,‘f_\:.:. Liivimid

te" barite, c¢latomacecus
re found among the fallen
the left banks of t 2il for the first 200 fe
h the bend in the trail, you will see a huge g
iffs in the distance along the beach. This i
posit. Follow the traili down to the beach.
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When the air is clear enough over
the Los Angeles basin, the hills of the
Palos Verdes peninsula can be seen to

" the south. Many young Angelenos
have never seen them, and must take

. them on faith, The stumpy peninsula

juts southwesiwards into the Pacific

other sodium-rich amphiboles. In
other wesds, ii’s a rock-forming
mineral, associateld with rocks poor in
silica, such as nepheline syenites 1t is
vitreous or giadsy in luster, translucent,
deep green o black (the name
glaucophane is from the Greek. “to
greenish blue”), hardness

- o £ ds Catalina Island appeat . : : s
lgea:ﬂle(:;wzl;v;y ’I?h]enaP;r:n C:f Sor_lzz §-6%, specific gravity Qf 3.0-3 2. J
Angeles. at éan Pedio . on  it's That’s what one guidebook told us was -

southeastern flank. The nothernmost
community on the rolling uplift of the
peninsula itsel{ is Palos Verdes Estates,
just south of Redondo Beach It is in

this area, along the steep sea cliffs of -

the Palos Verdes Estates, that quite a
wide variety of minerals can be found.

From ihe on-street parking area
showrn on the map, a wide dirt path

there, and how Dana’s “Manual of
Mineralogy” described it. But we
didn’t find any

What we did find among the

. pebbles, cobbles and boulders along

the shoreline were occasional
water-trounded churks of something
that was a dark jade green when
sea-wet. Slabbed with our diamond
saw, it proved to have interestingly

leads. diagonally down the cliffs, . ]
- - - - - - m?)stljr f'ir- tge benefit of surf patterns of white and brcswn‘--black L
- O SR — fishermen and tide pool gawkers Both veining, opdque rather than ;
’ transtucent. —

atre apt to be there at the hest time for
us, too — low tide. High up on the
trail, within 200 feet of the top, there
are excellent seams of translucent
gypsum in the soft sandy clay hillside.
Down the trail, past the ecology
. sign, and befote a sharp left bend in
the trail, there are small but excellent
barite vosettes which can be dug from
the steep slopes. Poor examples can be
found in the scree and talus at the
trailside, and then high-graded up the
slope to the source. A geology pick

glaucophane, but again we came up

We mailed a slab to Dy. Bernard
Fuller, of the Los Angeles County
Museurn of MNatural History, who

showed it to his associates, then ran

specific gravity fests on the material
when sight identifications varied. The
two most-cbvious choices were
serpehtine or jade. Qur green material
has a Mohs hardness of 4.0, seratching
flourite and being scratched by it
That put it in serpentine’s 2.0-5.0
range; but definitely ruled out jade,

and an entrenching shovel would be with jadeite at 6%-7 and nephrite at ; i
) ——— handy . ' . .|| 5-6. Glaucophane would be 6-6% e
_ -g.Small but ex?‘fl,l,,e.?t caleite . Specific gravity wiped out serpentine i
- i — crfstais_i'_xave ’ been“ found at this as an identification, however, as [ .. e
e _ genbial location, but we failed to spot serpentine’s S.G. is 2.2, and our | |
Tt~ ny. Another report named this unknown checked cut at 2.9-30. If it {1 ———
L . L location as a major source of weren’t for jade's much superior
hatdness, the specific gravities would {1+ ———

blank. Glaucophane 'is a

with a

== member of the horneblende series, !
. similar to arfvedsonite (really) and

seem to maich up pretty well, with
jadeite at '3.3-3.5 and nephrite at
3.0-3.3 Glaucophane is 3.0-3.2, but
also too hard. The white veining that
we assumed was guartz turned ocut to
fizz when touched with cold, dilute
hydrochloric acid: calcite, of course.

———

: ; ‘ So what is our cutable material ‘ 3

FREEWAY . ——~---————| that looks like jade at best and __;_____3‘___

P e— : serpentine at worst? The final decision : ;
—amrimm———d| Was that it could he considered 2 [

g : || “giauconitic siltstone,” broken and
2 imideee—to— it yescemented by the geological activity
g : in the area’s past, but not truly
ég - : : -1 metamorphosed to any extent.
_ ,.;—.'. L : : Siltstone, for crying out loud! What a
\L TE ) rotten thing to call such a beautiful
rock. Since Palos Verdes means “‘green
?.i\CIF!CCOAST HWY, stick™ or ‘“‘green log,”” we plan to call

- 2 ® . i
PALOS VERDES _§,J ' oo
ESTATES : ! : : :

our discovery “‘Palos Verdes Stone;”
even though some loeally-quarried : !
flagstone is already sold under that !
namte. ‘ T

1.5
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Working bulldozed tailings. Campers at top shown

ACamp Area

Coon Hollow
Campground
to mine 3 miles

Opal Hill
Mine

Helen, pictured on the right, gets a couple
started in a hard rock area.

jif

-

in background.

Pebbie Terrace

Palo Verde to Mine
10 rmiles

OPAL HILL MINE

Helen Madden, Owner-Operator
Post Office Box 232
Palo Verde, CA 92266

Opal Hill mine has been under claim since Februrary, 1950
Helen Madden, the present owner, has opened the road to the
Coon Hollow and Wiley Well BLM campgrounds and improved
the road to Palo Verde These are typical desert roads and are
open to automobiles and trucks. There is ample parking on the
mine site However, trailers are not to be taken into the mine
area. They may be left on the flats on the Palo Verde side or in
the campgrounds on the Coon Hollow side There are outdoor
toilets at both the camping areas below the mine and at the mine

You are guaranteed fire agate. Helen and her assistant will get
you started in your choice of tailing or hard rock mining The
mine is cleaned out yearly, so you will mine in newly exposed
seams. If you do not care for hard rock mining, you may work
in bulldozed tailings that will not have been worked before.

The additional 40 acres west and east of the original mine are
now part of the Opal Hill claim.

if you come for hard rock mining, come prepared Here
is a suggested list of the minimum items needed:

2 or 4 pound short handled sledge hammer

regular rock gad or chisels

whisk broom

water

rock hammer

(safety glasses are a good idea here as in any
hard rock mine)

boots

QOPEN QCTOBER 15 — MAY 1
/N

4th St

Follow fiigns i \_/ Palo Verde

Phone: (714) 922-6256

{7114) 244-6662

FIRE AGATE SEAMS AND POCKETS EXPOSED
AND MARKED FOR YOUR MINING PLEASURE

Rates. $1000 — 1 day

4000 — 1 week
80 00 — 1 month

Wife and children under 16 free with your admission Clubs and groups
invited — same rates Free camping area

O 240 [~
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COQUINA AT PT. MUGU

This is a good family outing for the summer season as it is right
cn the beach and there is a camping area nearby if you wish to
stay over.

TYPE OF MATERIAI FOUND Coguina {a limestone containing pieces
cf .broken shells or coral).

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL This coguina occurs as tan to brown
and charcoal gray pieces. Some chunks contain only a sirgle
shell or two and other have a dense, ccrmpact assortment (the
latter considered the most desirable). Beautiful kookends
spheres, pen bases and jewelry can be made from the nmaterial
found here.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED As some of these rocks cccur as large boulders
too big to carry, you may find a heavy sledge hammer handy for
breaking them down to carrying size.

HOW TO GET THERE Take Ventura Freewvay northbound toward Ventura.
After you pass through Camarillo, keep on look out for turnoff

to Pt. Mugu (Las Posas Road). Take this offramp and proceed sout!
on Las Posas Road 7.3 miles over bridge cressing Pacific Coast
Highway. Turn left onto Pacific Coast Highway, toward Santa lMcnica.
Go 2.7 miles, passing Mugu Lagoon on richt, to road cut. From road
cut travel 1.2 miles and park on wide shcoulder. (There is a carp-
ing area & short distance farther.) The coquina is found among the
rocks scattered along the water's edge, the best coming frcm the
rocky stretch west of the wide beach area.
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Cort

Here's a trip

that will net you some wonderful —

Lrystals,

Perhaps the most popular coliecting
area in Arizona is famous Crystal Hill.
located some fifteen miles southeast of
Quartzsite. Here, for nearly two decades,
collectors have been finding superb, gem
guality. quartz crystals,

Crystal Hill is however, -only one of
three fine collecting sites located within
twenty miles of one another. The heau-
tiful cutting material at Weaver Pass,
ealled opalite, will find faver with any
lapidary and the odd-shaped geodes on

“the Palin Canvon Road will add variety
to any field trip.

November is an excellent month for
a visit to this section of Arizona. The
dayvs are pleasantiy warm and the nights
cool — just perfect for sleeping under
the stars. Trips to this area may be
made until late April. From May until
October the temperatures hover at 100
degress plus, a bit too warm for camp-
ing and cuifecting

Upellte and

More and more rockhounds are mak-
ing the Thanksgiving holidayv into a
four-day weekend. This is an ideal loca-

" tion for such a trip for collectors living

within a four hundred mile radivs. Crys-
tals, opalite and geodes plus phetogsnic
desert country can be found. What more
could anvone ask?
General Information

This is open desert country and vou
should carry adequate water and sup-
plizs. The nearest gasoline and provi-
stons will be at Quartzsite, Arizona All
roads leading to the collecting areas are
dirt but easily negotiated by stock cars.
Vacation size trailers {17 feet or less)
can be taken to all three locations,

At Quartzsite, Arizona, turn south on
Highway 95. The Crystal Hill turnoff
is 0.9 miles south, Palm Canyen turn-
off U miles south, Weaver Pass-Cibola
Road is 22.2 miles south. See the map
amd road legs for detailed mileages.

4 Biytha Quortzita P Wichanbarg $
g U
%z, astesy w! by \‘l‘
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X collscting grecs

© mileage poinls N
2 tenths of o mile *
£
1
L]
€

ROCKHOUND
FIELD TRIP

CRYSTAL HILL
B hat to Collect
Faceting grade quartz crystals; quartz
ervstals with a wide variety of inclusions

such as chiorite, tourmaline, pyrite,
siderite and dolomite; single crystals;
specimen gronps: phantom and odd dis-

The crvstals cocur in seams and vugs
in the hils north and east of the camp-
ing area Trenches have been dug along
the seams throughout the hills. In faet,
the entire area looks as if an army had
held maneuvers herel '

It is necessary to do a bit of hard
rock mining if vou are to obtain the
bet crystals. Probably the best pro-
cedure s to choose a spot that has al-
ready been vxcavated for several feet.
Locvk over the dump material and see
what has been taken from the site. The
dunypy material will indicate just what
sou can expeet to find. In digging,

watch for reddish and white clay pock-
ets. It is here you will find the crystals.
In many cases the crystals will have
weathered from their original position
of deposition. In such cases they are
found in soft dirt vugs and are easy to
remove. .
Tools Needed

A shovel. sledge hammer and min-
ing pick to dig and clean out your ex-
cavations. A chisel, ice pick, screwdriver
and whisk broom will prove invaluable
in remmoving crystals from the pockets,
A small quarter-inch screen often turns
up somne dandy specimens on the dumps.
Many old hands at collecting here bring
a two-pound coffee can of water. You
can use it to soak the crystals in. By
removing some of the dirt you can
determine the best crystals and the ones
you wish to keep.



RAINBQW BASIN
Na eollecting: This is now s Registered
Matignal Landmark. It is still.very inter-
esting to visit. because you can see Ter-
tiary fossils including saber-toothed tigers
camels.  hyena-iike dogs. oreodonts
primitive horses. tortoises qulls, hawks

- and ducks—gil in their natural environ.

ment For reference. fossil buifs should
obtain a copy of John C Merriam's Ter-
tiary Mammaiian Faunas of the Mojave
Desert”” University of California Press
19719 Road Conditions: One way.
narrow dint road through Rainhow Basin
Not for trailers. Camping Facilities:
Good BLM campsite with water and
sanitary facilities in Owl €anyon. Sup-
plies: Barstow

Jasp-Agate Hill

What to collect: A large quantity of
smail but gemmy. specimens of jasp-
agate wili be found here in float Good
moss and plume material in yellow. red
and clear MNow and then a fina green
moss  agate will be found Status:
Open to collecting. Hoad Conditions:
Graded dirt road leads to this aree. QK.
for trailers Camping Facilities: Open
desert country. No water or wood. Good
area for trailers. Supplies: Barstow
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To be placed on a mailing list to receive information and requests for public participalior_: in obsidian mapagecment
on the Warner Mountain District, provide your name and address to the district by calling (530) 279-6116, send
postcard to Minerals Officer, Wamer Mountain District, P.O. Box 220, Cedarville, CA 96104, or register at the
location where you obiain your permit.

fo Lakeview

OBSIDIAN COLLECTION AREAS +*

WARNER MOUNTAIN RD
Modoc Netlonal Forest

N
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Davis Creek

to Cedarville
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RANDSBURG RHODONITE

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND Pink Rhodonite

haded from salmon to delicate baby pink, through shocking pinks,
ccurring in a black manganese matrix. The combination of the
ink and black designs mekes beautifully patterned pieces.
olishes very well and thesrefore is good for all lapidary arts.

Ul O I

= |t
B Ly

IPMERT NEEDED Rock pick and heavy digging equipment if you

T to dig in the vein.

HOW TO GET THERE This area can be reached from either Highway 395
north from Vietorville or from Mo jave via the Rendsburg-Johannss-
ourg Road. We prefer to go in from Mojave and the directions given
here refer td the latter route. (Ses map for route from Victorville)

From Mo jeve, take Highway 1L north for 10 miles to Randsburg-
Johannesburg cutoff, turn right. Follow this paved roagd 20.1 miles
east to Randsburg, the famed £0ld mining town of old. Many of the
original buildings are still in use and you may wish to stop awhile
to visit some of the little shops. At junction with main street of
fandsburg, turn right through town and proceed 1.6 miles to paved
Sunshine Mine Road. Turn right and go 1 mile. Here the pavement
surns left but you should continue straight ahead onto good dirt
road for 1 more mile. Turn left onto lesser traveled dirt road and
g0 .1 mile. Make a sharp left turn and continue .l mile to narrow
part of road. From here it is .3 mile to fair dirt road on right.
If you use EXTREME caution, you may wish to take this road the .1
mile to the rhodonite vein. Otherwise, you can park your car at -
the bottom and walk up the road to the diggings. The black rocks
must be chipped to expose the pink rhodonite. The better material
seems to come out of the vein, but this is hard work and good pleces
can be found among the rocks scattered on the dumps. Don't get dis-
couraged if you don't find a good piece right away ss it usually
takes a lot of chipping before you come across a good-patterned
chunk.

TN TNIVOKERN

e REL K ROCK Lo

e

AANISBURG

RED

A ROAD
LTOUNTAIN

NARROWS

PTINE DUMPS

COLLECT
bty —

7ol MOTEVE T _WICTORVILLE




MATERIAL;

EQUIPMENT: Chisel, large hammer, and container for opals,

REMARKS: This is a dry camp. Restrooms available,

FE®: Adults §1, 00

Fire opal in matrix, and other material

115 miles fr‘omrFO"MON_H; to the opal mine,
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REDROCK CANYON OPAL

Flashy green and red fire opal occurs here in a grezt bacalt flow.
Although the opals are fairly small, they can be cut into excellent
cabochons and fashioned into striking jewelry creations. This is
the best fire opal location we are aware of in Southern California
and it is relatively close to Los Angeles.

£ CLAIM IS IN EFFECT ON THE OPAL DEPOSIT AND A $1.00 FEE IS CHARGED

AR B o

POR COLLECTING.

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND Fire Opal

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL Clear and semi-translucent fire opal up
to 3/4" 1in diameter occurring in basalt. This opal gives an
excellent color display and can be entirely separated from the
basalt matrix with care and patience.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock hammer, chisels, sledge hammer.

HOW TO GET THERE From Mojave head north on Highway 14 past turnoff
to Randsburg and Johannesburg and continue through the colorful,
pinnacled formaticns of Red Rock Canyon. You may recall having seen
this area in western movies as it has been used as a movie setting
guite a bit. At 6.2 miles from Randsburg cutoff, you will note a
narrow paved rocad on left, Abbott Dr., intersecting Highway 14.

From here, continue 1.4 miles on Highway 14 and watch closely on
right just after road widens to 4 lanes again for a dirt road going
cver curk to right. (If you reach Redrock Cyn. Rd., you have gone
too far, turn around and go back .6 mile.} Turn here and follow this
road .2 mile to well traveled dirt road on right. Take this road 1.6
miles down wash to Jjunction with narrow road going up canyon on left,
Follow this road up canyon and along top of ridee 1 mile to entrance
to Cowdon-Nowak Minirg Co. claim. Road continues .7 mile to diggings.

The opal nodules will
be found in the hard S ;WQJA IR ”#’d”’izzr_—’-
basalt. The large %‘Q Y RO
chunks must be broken SQ A ﬁﬂcﬁ cr
down very carefully k%w /,’[ﬂ
to reveal the encased Q%}.% "?
opals. It seems best X
to wait to break the %&% A OF24s ANE
chunks until you are \/: 2
)
away from the basalt NEN x
waste piles as it is 413 X
all too easy to lose %ﬁ & 4
a fine opal among all Q X X
the rubble. The claim | N ‘\g v SIENS St
is open tc pubklic \$ Q; A AT AN i
3 b

entry on weekends only. - N .
There is a $1.00 fee qﬁg;_h
per person. BAN
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N
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WHALEBONE AT REFUGIO BEACH

Whalebone is best found at Refugio Beach during the winter when
the storms have carried the sand off the beach and exposed the
rocks, .

~TYPE OF MALERIAL FOUND Petrified Whalebone

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

Wnalebone occurs as light and dark brown, rounded chunks.
Agate has replaced the cell matter in the bones of these giant
mammals that lived in this area millions of years ago. There
are a lot of rocks here that look very much alike and it takes
careful scrutiny tc distinguish the whalekone. Wet the pieces
vou think have possibility and it will hbe easy to see the cell
structure when you do have a piece of whalebone.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick

HOW TO GET THERE Take Pacific Coast Highway (U.S. 101) toward
santa Barbara. If you start checkirng your mileage from the
Miranar Hotel in Santa Barbara, Refugio Beach will ke AppProx-
imately 26 1/2 miles west. You should pay special heed when
you are getting near, as the turnoff is on a sharp curve and it
is very easy to miss.

Refugio Beach State Park has an outstanding campgrcocund. A palm-
tree grove grows rignht down to the beach sands and grass grows
thickly under the trees. There is a small admission charge to
the park for daytime use. A slight additional charge is made
Tor overnight camping. There is a snack bar, ice house and
small grocery store in the park. The whalebone is found among
the rocks along the beach.
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SAN FRANCISQUITO GOLD

lthouch geld has, for the most part, lost its intrigue to the serious
prospecter, it still holds a certain fascination and challenge to the
amateur collector. It seems that everyone, sooner or later, decides
to try their luck at finding some of the elusive yellow metal. While
we know of no place where gold is found in great abundance, San
Francisguito Canyon is a place where there is a good chance of cettinc
some "colors."” It is best to visit this area during the wet season if

veu plan to pan, as the stream dries up in the summer.
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SAN FRARCISQUITO GOLD »~ CONTINUED

TYPE OF MATERIZL FOUND Geold (stream carried flakes and tiny

nuggets:
-

e ]

PESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL From tiny flakes to match-head size
pieces.

This might be a good place for a word or two on how +to identify
the gold. Assuming cone is an amateur "prospector" with only

a gold pan, and some knowledge of how to pan {using a circular
potion) once ycu get down to the black sand, be careful not to
wash away tco much black sand at once. Keep slowly washing
away the black sand until only about 2 to 3 tablespcons remain.
Shake this remaining into a mass at one side of the pan. Find
2 place to sit where the sun will shine over your shoulder and
into the pan, as sunlight brightens the gold immensely and makes
it easier to see. Then, retaining only about 2 tabliespoons of
water in your pan, start slowly swirling the water around the
edge of the bottom of the pan (using a slow "rccking" motion)
passing it over the mass of black sand. Each time the water
passes over the sand, a few particles will be displaced and

the gold will scon be revealed. When you see a suspect piece,
remember what the old prospectors say: "If you're sure its
gold, it is; if you think it's gold, it ain't."

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Small shovel, garden trowel, gold pan,
small glass contairer (to put geld in).

'HOW TC GET THER=E Take Highway 14 north toward Palmdale. Take
turnoff to Newhall-Saugus. From here continue 4.0 miles, passing
through Newhall and on to the little town of Saugus. Keep right

at "Y" intersection. Continue on Bouquet Canyon Road 1.4 miles.
Turn left onto Seco Canyon RA. which takes you into San Francisguito
Canyon. The mouth cf San Francisquito Canyon is filled with homes;
soon you leave the encroaches of civilization and begin winding up
into the canyon. On both sides of the road are sprawling ranches
where livestock can be seen. At 5.7 miles park at edge of road.
You will see a clump of trees at edge of washbed. From the clump
of cottonwoods, you can look directly across the river to the gold
bearing gravel terrace.
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SQUEAKY SPRINGS AREA
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 SHARK TOOTH HILL

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND 1) Petrified Sharks Teeth, 2) Foagsils,
3) Poor grade bone

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1) Shark testh rangin% in size from tiny quarter inchers up to
teeth measuring L" x 5". The roots of the teeth are sandy white
and the teeth a mottled white.

2) During the sarly excavations of this area, segments of shark
vertebrae were uncovered. AT times, you can find small bone

fragments and fosgsilized sea shells in the strata along with the
teeth.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick, small COLLECTING
chisels. A %" gereen and shovel KK TENSION ’A%%EA

can be uszed to sift dirt other oW ER  CINES e avy
people have dug out. In this way p

you can often retrieve sharks
teeth others missed when digging.
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FIELD TRIP FOR MAY 18-19

This trip is by invitation of Mr. Duke Hayes, speaker at the April
general meeting. This is at Steep Copper Mine #I. This is a copper
mine, and minerals usually associated with copper are malachite,
azurite, chrysocolla and turquoise.

Mr. Hayes had some excellent samples at the meeting.
This should be a very interesting trip. The distance is approximate-

ly 70 miles from Norwalk.

Sherman Morgan,
Field Trip Chair.
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FENCE
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NEW RD, - DRIVE THRU
WHERE FENCE IS DOWN
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TICK CANYON HOWLITE

Howlite is & borate mineral and occurred here along with an exten-

sive deposit of borax and colemanite.

The Sterling and Pacific

Coest Borax companies mined the borax and colemanite from 1908
to 1922 and are said to have recovered over $3,000,000 worth of

material. The Howlite was of no use to the miners and so was

thrown aside as wagte.

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND 1) Howlite, 2) Agate

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

1) Howlite. Creamy white in color, sometimes with gray-blamck veins
which give this gemstone its very showy appesarance. Occurs as

gray nodules or masses looking very much like a head of cauliflower.
A pilece chipped off the gray exterior will reveal the white interior.
Of course, the material with the linhed pattern in the white is the

most desirable.

Small nodules can be picked up on the dumps. It is

necessary to dig in the dumps to uncover the larger pieces. Takes
a good polish. Makes striking cabs, pen bases, bookends, and is
soft enough to carve.

MAP o375
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IICK CANYON BOWLITE —~— CONTINUED

T

2} Agate. Good grade cf agate, some with green and red moss
occurs in veins on the slopes of the hill to the west side of
Tick Canyon.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick and shovel for digging in the mine
Gumps. Heavy digging tools and chisels if you plar to dig in
the agate veins.

HOV TO GET THERE From Solemint Junction prcceed northkound on
Antelope Valliey Freeway. Exit at Agua Dulce Canyon Road ciframo,
turn left and proceed up Agua Dulce Canyon 1.4 miles. Turn left
onto paved Davenport Road and go 2.1 mijes to Tick Canyon. 2s

» ¢ you approach, you'll note the pink cast to the hills and the dark

gray mine dumps on each side cf the road. Looking up into the
moutih of Tick Canyon, you'll have no trouble identifying it, as

it is a singularly distinctive canyon set apart by an awesome
play of colors on the canyon walls, A poor dirt road goes irto
the canyon a short way, but it is best tc park along the highwav
anc walk in. The Howlite is found throughout the grzy mine dumps
opposite tihe cement foundations of the old Borax mining operztion.
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TOPANGA C&NYON FOSSILS

] R

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUND 1 fossilized clazm shells and various
>oiier types of marine l¢fe fossils,

DESC N OF MATERIAL Good fossilized clem shells. The other
fcss_‘n of varying guality, from good feossilizaticn to material
t

e
Lles at the slightest touch.

o]
n
r

P,

[~
3
%
o

IPMENT NEEDED Rock pick, small hammer, small picks or chisels.

P
e

Take Ventura Freeway westbound and exit on

n Blvd. South. Follow Topanga Canyon Blvd. 8.1 miles,
onto O0ld Topanga Canyon Road. Continue on 4.5

on wide turnout on right side of road. From the

¢ can see the cliffs to the left where there are
1arks left from the removal of the fossilized clams.
ere are still many clams in this cliff that can be retrieved.

e

adjacent cliffs also contain varied types of fossils.

JENTURE Q) AL psey

o VENTUE v LN
| L

g/%?x HERE
e

XX
fZUKVZ;i;Z)c>
OB Co7

&
. ' "' : A z .
O SIGN: TOPINGA CoN SLvo

CLD ToRING S CYN. D
—— .




gy,

: = -

ShENJETE 180 - ] !
P A
L e el MERTY O DAIAREL, AT

_ra.-—-

o g T
WA T

e
-,_——— -

.5. e e

/"‘Zf—"_\'"'__”' < s ) TrRAILERS
: o ' =]
SALT LAKE

= JERKHO

' "rope\** FAT UTAH

M Af’ 03244



TURTLE MOUNTAINS AGATE AREA 13
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Manteca

Mokelumne
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San Andreas

¥
o srreaper
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Escalon f
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jj
Modesto ( 3

Turlock

The material we will collect will he Agate and Opalite -$3.00 rer
day ver person wheather you collect or not and Polka Dot Sernentine-
noe charge. The Serrentine will cab but is bhest for carving snd book
ends.

Heavy tools such a5 bars, sledge hammers, nieks, gads, and
shovels needed. Bring gloves and safety glasses for your own rro-
tection,

Do not rick un roecks along rublic highways. This is strickly
forbidden and vielators are subject to arrest. All field fpri-s =re
on nrivate pronerty. Resnect the rights of others. Do not go
throush fences or trespass.

Helr us %een this arez c¢lean., Do not liiter,

Stores and restaurants are available in the arsa but it is ad-
visahle to take along some water.

Don Luker
Fi=ld Trir Chailrman
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VICTORVILLE BLACK JADE

TYPE OF MATERIAL FOUHD Black Jade with Magnntlue,

2] vercd Antigus Marols, ) Spectacular Hematite

DESCRIFTION OF MATERIAL

1} Bleck Jede This Jade is a very dark green or black in color
with megnetite inclusions. After pollshlng, the magnetite can bse
gcld plated and thus mekes striking pieces. You should be selec-
tive in the rough chunks you take, as some is so saturated with
megnetite, there is no conirast between it and the jade. Takes
good polish and is suitable for all types of lapidary work.

2) Verd Antigue Marble. Colors ranging from yellow to yellow-
sreen and chartreuse green. Takes an excellent polish. Largse
pleces suitable for bookends, spheres, pen bases and cabs.

3) Spectacular Hematite., Occurs in 2 greenish matrix as black
platelets with a metallic luster. Shows a reddish brown streak
on streak plate. Good specimen material can be found on hill
below the verd anticue guarry.

EQUIPMENT NEEDED Rock pick. Heavy tools 1f you plan to dig in
verd antigue guarry.

BEOW TC 1ET THERE Take Highway 15 through Victorville to the
Stoddard wells Road offramp and go north 3 miles to boulevard stop.
Turn rig*t onto Stoddard Wells Road and proceed to pavement end
(4.l miles). Go on 5 miles and turn right onto well-traveled dirt
road. Continue on .lIi mile and bear left. (Note: om here you
can see g mountaln straight sahead with g large, whité¢ outcropping.
This is the verd antique quarry. Sliightly up the hill and to the
left a way is the jade outcropping.) Follow dirt ro&gd 1.5 miles
0 base of mountain mentioned above. Beyond this po
is gquite steep and rough. Park your car and walk u
verd aﬂ;ique deposit. Hike up hill, and to west %
cropping. The hematite is scattered on the slop
below the guarr
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WILEY WELLS AREA 3
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THE WEILEY WELL DISTRICT

This region is. doubtiess. the most pop-
ular collecting area on the Colorado
Desert There seems 1o be no end to the
gem material here and collecting is as
good today as it was 20 years ago
Status: All areas are open to collect-
ing. Road Conditions: All rpads to the
collecting locations en the map are typical
desert roads OK for trailers. Camp-
ing Faciiities: BLM Campgrounds at
Wiley Well and Coon Hollow. Tabies.
restrooms and water available. Lots of
open desert country for those who pre-
fer privacy Deadwood in washes for
fires Supplies: All supplies at Blythe
Fee Areas: Some of the coliecting io-
cales have been placed under claim and a
fee is charged These conditions change
regularly. What to collect:
Black Agate Beds. Nodules and ge-
odes. Very nice. black agate nodules
some with sagenite It is necessary 1o
dig for them :

I

i i i
L
i

Straw Patch. A trail leads up the can-
yon to the numerous diggings Blue and
black agate nodules. geodes and jasper
will be found here
Cinnamon Beds., At the crest of the
road. just beyond the turnoff to the Po-
tato Patch. is an interesting nodule de-
posit The nodules are small but the
interiors resembie cinnamon sprinkled on
agate They are elusive and highly -prized
by many coilectors.
Potato Patch. This area is well known
for its nodule beds where by diggng
into the scft ash. the nodules drop out
like potatoes. I'll not attemnpt to descnbe
them. Anyone wunfamiliar with thesa
nodules will find hundreds of pieces on
the dumps of the various diggings The
deep blue ones are eagerly sought
Hauser Beds. The beautful
lined geodes from 1hus locantion
known world-wide as exceptionally !ine
specimens Again its 3 matter of dinging
in the soft ash A trai leads north from
tha Hauser Beds for about 200 yards 10

. mAFP 0390G

[
1

crystal-
are

another digging. Large geodes sntain-
ing calcite erystals are found hesa.

Roads End. From the Hauser Beds to
Roads End. there are sevefal areas of
desert pavement where sardonyx *pas-
telite” blue agate. green jasper and
small brown nodules will be found One
area is shown cn the map Road's End
is a good area from which to explore the
western slopes of the Black Hills A
fittle hiking will produce sagenite agate
opal. black agate. “pastelite.’ geodes
and nodules.

The Black Hills Areas
The Black Hills Road gives access !0 a
number of gecde and nodule beds a2+
well as localities for agate in float
Hidden Saddlae Beds. This denast s
reached via a well-defined trail from the
end of the road; approximately a hal.
mile hike.
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ACTINOLITE AT WRIGHTWOOD

This is a good trip for the summer season as you will be high

in the Angeles National Forest where it is always cool, even
when the lower elevations are sweltering in a heat wave. During
the winuer, the ground 1s covered with snow much of the time,

and it is unlikely much gem material can be found.

TYPE OF MATERIAL POUND Actinclite.

DESCRIPTION OF MATERIAL

Actinolite is an amphibole, and is colored & beautiful green

due to the presence of lead in its chemical composition. It
occurs here as fine, bright green crystal masses. Some single
crystalils of faceting grade may be found. This material is some-
what disguised and a piece which looks like a poor quality
specimen on the cutside can prove to be an exceptional piece
when broken apart. Look for the rounded chunks of rock when
distinguishing the actinolite from the common bilocky pieces of
gneiss that are found here in great profusion. The actinolite
may also be found in huge chunks, but digging is usually reguired
t0o recover these larger pieces.

EQUIPHMENT HNEELDED Rock pick, shovel and sledge hammer.

HOW TO GET THERE Highway 138 leaves Pearblossom and heads
east toward Victorville. Soon you will see a sign directing
you toward Valyermo and Devil's Punchbowl. This highway

is marked Longview Road. Turn right here and soon you will

be W1rcin: toward the tall timber country. As the road
slowly as into the mountains, you soon leave the joshua
trees iong you are surrounded by the big pine trees.
At 17. Ll u will be at Big Pines Recreation Area. Turn
right ané ¢ ue 1.8 miles. Turn onto the graded and oiled
road at the ern end of Inspiration Point turnout. Keep
right at fork and continue 2.3 miles along the top of Blue
Ridge to the Blueridge Campground. The road affords many
breathtaking views of" San Gabriel Canycn as it winds among

the pines and you may be able to see Mt. Baldy in the distance.
The road goes through Blueridge Campground and on 2.6 miles
foward Guffy Camp. Af the fork, stay to the right on the main
road marked tc Prairie Fork. Continue .4 mile and bear left

on East EBlueridge R4d. About .2 mile up this road a sign marks
the boundaries of Angeles Forest and San Bernardino National
Forest. Continue on another .8 mile %o collecting area. There
are good places tc park here near a forestry trail marker.

The actinoclite is found scattered around the entire area on *
both sides of the road from the parking area. Large chunks

of beautiful crystals can be found if one scouts the cutlying
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ground. Fcr the trip home, one can continue on Highway 2,
Angeles Crest Highway, for a scenic trip through the pines and
possibliy sriow, back to the San Fernando Valley or Azusa. .
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